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Merry Christmas 


At Christmas time 
The bells a-chime, 
In rythmic rhyme, 
Ring out the Old Sweet Story. 


Glad angels sing 

Of Christ, the King, 
Good news they bring; 
To God give all the glory. 


Our voices raise 

In joyful praise, 

Through all the days, 
Telling the Wondrous Story: 


The Saviour’s birth, 
Peace on earth, 

Joy and mirth; 

To God give all the glory. 


—A,. B. SHRADER 
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are Suggestions 


A Worth-while Book for Our Young People 
THE JOHN RUNG PRIZE WINNER 


HUGO OF THE BLADE 


By Julius F. Seebach 


This historical novel won the $500 prize in the John Rung 
Prize Contest, being the best manuscript of sixteen submitted. It 
is a story that deals with helpful, wholesome Christian thought, 
and is popular in style. 


After six years’ absence Hugo returns to his Thuringian home 
and there tells his experiences of these years to h:s family who 
had thought him dead. He had learned many things and wandered 
from place to place with a band of students. Then he learned 
printing in the printing-shop in Nuremberg. At home once more, 
Hugo and his uncle made a ‘‘trimming blade’ and on it engraved 
the motto, “For Truth and Freedom.’’ Hugo’s life, his printing 
business, his blade, and the life of his descendants, make this in- 
teresting story. We live with them in Nuremberg, Wittenberg, 
Magdeburg, and then look toward the New World with his grand- 
son and his family. We read history of the Reformation and of the 
Thirty Years’ War, and it is all written in such readable and 
delightful style. 


271 Pages. Il!ustrated. Price, $1.00 


JNO ea Vairyat. aly val, fa 
A New Book by Dr. Charles M. Jacobs 


THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 


Addresses on the Apostles’ Creed 


These addresses were delivered by the author in the Mt. 
Airy Seminary Chapel in 1936-1937, In response to the request of 
the students who heard them and who found them very helpful, 
they were prepared for publication. It was Dr. Jacobs’ hope that 
all who read them may be led to a deeper reflection upon the 
meanings of the familiar words of the Creed, which Christians so 
often profess. These addresses emphasize the personal religious 
values of the Creed, and direct attention to the basic certainties 
which the layman and the theologian have in common. They re- 
view the really important things we believe, and show the Creed 
to be of supreme and permanent worth. The style and language 
are simple, clear, direct. The ordinary layman can read, enjoy, and 
find real help in these addresses, 


Price, $1.00 
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Church Year Calendar 


Price, 30 Cents a Copy 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 
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The Headquarters Family 


OF THE 


Luther League of America 


With One Voice Shout S~ ._\a a = 


(Derry Christnas 


To all our young people everywhere, together with that fine group of elected leaders, and to 
the pastors of our Church, most of whom are greatly interested and are responding to the Luther 
League program for youth, we send sincere greetings of this season. 


PORe aaa rea Ce nae aor Cae oP ab ea ae 


To us all comes with renewed emphasis, the message of the Christmas Gospel: To us is 
born a Saviour, Christ the Lord. 


This great gift of God to us should inspire Christian activity. We offer gifts to those we 
love, we feel happy at the Christmas season, but as we share our happiness with others we are 
also grateful to our Heavenly Father for His most gracious Gift. 


No better way can be found to show this disposition than to allow the Word, spoken and 
sung, to stir us to action. The demonstration of the truth striking home is in the deeds we do with 
Christlike spirit. 

We do sincerely appreciate the generous way by which so many of you have shown your 


interest in and enthusiasm for, the work attempted in behalf of youth. 


Many of you have taken time out to write us letters of such fine appreciation and offer of’ 
constructive criticism and made us go to our task with renewed zeal. 


Some of you have served as good leaders in the Local League; others are generously giving 
of their literary talent in order to supply the material necessary in our devotional meetings. All 
of you are doing great things for Christ, whether your work has come to the notice of men or not. 


May all of us find our greater reward in the realization that we have greater occasion to, 
than ever before, sing the angel song: “Glory To God.” 


May the Christmas season bring us the desire to express in greater measure the Christian 
service inspired by God’s Gift in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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THE COVENANT 


AA Christmas ACasque 


(By M. Carl Kerr) 


The Prologue and Part One of the masque are 
blank verse, but, although there is no great break from 
the traditional blank verse form, the metre and verse 
structure does vary from time to time. This is done 
only for the sake of emphasis, variety, and greater elas- 
ticity of form so that the meaning need never suffer. In 
many cases emphasis is secured by abandoning the 
iambic metre and using the trochaic, the hard first 
syllable being more desirable for this purpose. Variety 
is gained by the smooth, flowing speech which this inter- 
play of accents allows. 

In Part One, the most free use of rhythmical inter- 
play is made when the Psalms are quoted. The beauti- 
ful lines adapt themselves to a pleasing and subtle 
rhythm, as: 

(All about and saith,) ‘The heavens declare 

The Glory of God, and the firmament sheweth 

His handi- 

Work’ (Who saith) ‘I will lift up mine eyes unto 

The hills, from whence cometh my help.’ 

(I say) ‘Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let 

My cry come unto thee. 

It is intended that the lines should always be read 
in a flowing and natural manner and the accent placed 
where it is most effective (a careful study of the lines 
making this plainly visible). The blank verse “spirit” 
will be noticed in the effect of the lines, in that they are 
not prosy, and that the effect is one of poetry and not 
of unrhythmical “free verse.” 

The masque can be done simply without any but 
the most necessary furniture and without formal stage 
settings. The dignity of its form and intention is, in 
fact, better preserved if a quiet simplicity is sustained. 


The Characters 
Mary, betrothed of Joseph of Nazareth 
The Angel of the Lord 
A rich man of Jerusalem 
A servant of the rich man 
A modern young man 
A modern clergyman 


PROLOGUE 


The Annunciation 

A simply-furnished room. It is evening. Mary sits 
alone with bowed head and folded hands. In a moment 
the Angel enters and-stands before her. 

Mary: Who art thou that I know not thy coming? 
Thou’rt an angel, this thy radiance bespeaks! 

Angel: Kneel not to me for I am like to thee, and 
but one step removed from thine estate; for thou, though 
of the earth, art in God’s sight exalted ev’n unto heav’n’s 
vaulted reaches. What is thine heart that thou hast 
moved the hosts on high? What point in finite time art 
thou that in thy soul time stops, yet has beginning? 
Mary: Why speakest thou such words for I know 


not. their: niéaning? Dost thou know =that “Iam she’ ‘for 


whom they have intent? I am Mary. 


Angel: This I know for was I not thus told by Him 
who knews all things and knowing leads His flock? 
Here by Him was I directed; this I tell theee, as from 
His own mouth it falls, and for thine ear intended: Thou 
shalt bear the world’s salvation, thou who humble finds 
such grace and through all time shall be well minded. 
For to thee a son will come, ev’n the Son of God and yet 
the Son of man, and thou shalt love Him as a mother 
loves her son. 


Mary: And yet thy words fall strangely on mine ear. 
I understand no word of this thou say’st. Yet in my 
heart there stirs the faintest whisper of the lot that must 
be mine. But as a mother finds the love that infant 
hand doth strike into her heart, I cannot know this yet 
awhile for I know not a man. 

Angel: The love of God moves all love in its might 
as doth strong wind move fallen leaves across the 
autumn plain. Thy son shall be a gift of love that man 
will ponder through eternity, and if His coming testify 
that mortal is His being, He shall, as the Son of God, 
bring life eternal; death prevalieth not. Even as I say, 
thou shalt a son bring forth, and Jesus shalt thou call 
His name. 

(The Angel goes out ) 

Mary: Comes night so quickly that I sleep and 
dream? For but a moment since, the red sun set be- 
hind the hill, and even now the long soft shadows of the 
dusk grow one with night. Yet was this but an angel 
of a dream? Not so; his face I hold within my breast, 
his words. still beat within mine ears—and dreams hold 
phantoms that are not as this, What sayeth one in 
dreams that is remembered? What seeth one that can 
be drawn with coal upon a wall? Doth one sing music 
that a sweet dream giveth in a slumb’ring hour? Not 
so; hence I’ve not dreamed but waked the while. Yet 
had the Seraph spoken in a foreign tongue I would have 
understood as well. The ways of God I search not and 
His will shall move me as His wisdom moves all men; 
the earth beneath me trembles as I think upon His 
name, and even now my heart doth swell with joy that 
I shall bear to all the world His Son which is the Son 
of Man. My God, Who dost in wisdom rule the earth, 
Vho dost in love give that to man which is His destiny 
give Thou to me Thy grace and strength that in Thy 
purpose I may be fulfilled. 

(End of Prologue) 


Part One—The Times 

A room in the house of the rich man of Jerusalem. 
He reads from some scrolls which are spread before 
him. In a moment the servant enters, bearing a tray. 

It is the night of the birth of Christ. 

Servant: Here is refreshment for since day was half 
advanced thou hast not taken food. The sun is set, the 
night is chill, the moon is in its darkness. 

- The Mans. Stay thou: yet.awhile, for I would apaake 
with thee, ‘and answer thou in kind; for I am troubled 
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and I see no peace but that which comes at dearer prices 
than the heart of man can well afford. 

Servant: That thou art troubled have I see from 
a time long since passed. Thy thoughts pass in thine 
eyes as ripples pass across a stream that is by moon- 
light shadowed. 

The Man: Thy poesy doth much to soothe a 
wearied ear but if thou speakest truth, then must I guard 
mine eyes lest they purvey some secret that I would 
not have revealed. Yet are thou in thought well pointed 
for my mind is like a darksome pool wherein light 
breaketh shadows but is likewise shadowed. And fear 
and doubt stand fast within the depths that are unmoved 
by aught that I can call upon to cast them out. Thou 
art of lowly station, and that rank not mine; yet have 
I heard thee singing at thy work, e’en when it halts 
thee as a yoke. Work have I none else would I seize 
with hands that know their purposes and cast out fear, 
for hands that move in tasks appointed, still the sighings 
of the mind, and ask no more. The mind that seeks 
walks paths so strewn with doubt that Mind’s worst 
enemy is Mind itself; the heart that searches is a foe 
thricefold when searching breaks the heart on knowledg- 
ment. Faith is mine, but faith that dies for want of 
nurture, for though I would have it strong, impregnable 
against the world, I find not in myself the strength that 
would thus make it. There is in my soul uncertainty 
that blacks the sun, and stills the wind, and makes the 
night an endless void of darkness, can’st thou see this, 
them, within mine eyes? Thou canst, for pain is as a 
roaring flame when joy doth fade of it. 

Servant: Wouldst thou quench fire by piling thereon 
yet more fire, or wouldst thou plant the hardened seed, 
that needs be moist, in arid sand, or plant it not at all? 

The Man: Thou speakest not as servants speak but 
as a Seer. 

Servant: Thy servant is a servant, yea, but slaves 
of man can be as angels in the sight of God. For JI, too, 
have a seeking heart, that trusteth in the Lord and not 
in ways of my invention, I am blessed with faith that 
is such blessing that I share not thy unrest, nor am I 
ever one with fear, for God is ever at my side. 

The Man: Contempt thou hast and if thou bear it 
not in words that sting, yet I perceive it well; and I, 
too, feel contempt for this my weakness, weakness that 
is sin since it belies my faith in God—the faith that God 
hath given me, that stands apart from faith that I have 
fashioned with the mind thou hast denounced. 

Servant: How can the heart with warmth receive 
what calculating brain doth so invent, and what of com- 
fort can the brain dispense when that is of the simple 
heart reject? 

The Man: Thou, that dost my softest wish fulfill, 
speak as these Prophets who give me new hope. What 
one art thou? What lowly one tells this to highest 
rank? Now I in shame am less than thee. My wealth 
is only of the purse. Thy wealth I could not buy from 
thee. 

Servant: Thou needest not my wealth for thou hast 
of it in full measure, else wouldst thou not see the need 
of it. 

The Man: And thou art wise, for I see in thy 
words such depth of thought that thou, a servant in 
my house, shouldst never have. 
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Servant: But thou in strength of rank art in thy- 
self confined of rank that thou shouldst think that only 
thou shouldst think. 

The Man: Thou speakest riddles that delight mine 
ear, for such a servant hath man never had before. 

Servant: Yet I delight in serving thee for thou art 
of the Lord a servant, e’en as I, and doth thy heart not 
feel its kinship with this lowly one? . 

The Man: Again thou speakest truth, but thy true 
faith marks thee as worthy, while my heart doth waver 
and deserves not any good. If I, as thou, could cast out 
from my life the birth-right that is mine, and find a 
good simplicity that would suffice; if I could leave the 
temple and find peace in simple worship in God’s own 
green fields, His hills, and plains, then might I find the 
peace that lies within the soul that has but lately found 
surcease. Dost thou not know the psalmist who doth 
stand within the gates of gold, with marble splendor 
all about and saith, ‘““The heavens declare the Glory of 
God, and the firmament sheweth His handiwork?” Who 
saith, .“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help?’ What smallness is there 
within my soul that I beat blindly on the rock Discour- 
agement and cry my soundless cry? As doth the psalm- 
ist will I say, “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my 
cry come unto Thee.” And yet within the temple walls 
do servants of the law chant tonements that strike cold 
within my heart. What ways have these who hide be- 
hind the law and hiding, cover what fine point the law 
doth have, hiding lest my kind may see what law can- 
not avail; it faileth us. The high-priests are as mice that 
scurry ’round a hill of grain, dwarfed by its mass, yet 
gnawing at its heart with fangs as sharp as pointed 
words of ill-directed cause. 


Servant: Hush now, my lord, else one may hear 
these words! 
The Man: In this my house I say to thee I have 


enough of it. What Pharisee doth call me kin that I 
would deny him unto all the world, “Of him I will have 
none?” Do I lack courage that I turn not unto them 
and say, “To what end, Sirs, what end?” I stand among 
them and I feel a deadly fear, when Love should fill 
my heart and Faith, and Awe, Respect, Devotion. Tithes 
I give when I feel half I own is not enough; I stand 
among them, little say, lest I make worse what is al- 
ready done. 

Servant: Thy words are those that stir-no wisdom 
in my heart for thou art of the upper reach where I go 
not. Oft have I studied the pale faces of the men thou 
speaketh, yet I find nothing that I know, for humble- 
ness of class doth chain me at their feet. But I can 
speak to thee of me and those who are as J; I speak 
to thee from depths I own, the depths that can be heights 
to those of us who fear not any man, nor trust in any 
One, save God, Who loves, that we may love. The 
psalmist speaks of God in terms of things that I can 
know: naught of gold, but in the sun; naught of purple, 
but in twilight dusks; naught of rarest lace, but in the 
garment of a tree. And God doth speak of Love—but 
what of high-priests in their splendid robes? I see my 
people led not as the shepherd leads his sheep, but 
driv’n as oxen by a threat’ning lash. 

The Man: And mine see in the temple coffers 
naught but silver, naught of love. What saith the Lord 
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to, sacrifices that are bought with pence? What saith 
He, too, of flesh that burned in His name would make 
a wise accounting in the stomachs of the poor? Deceit 
stands rife, triumphant in the world, hypocrisy imperi- 
ous above, despair a somber wound unhealed below! 
What must be, what end, what end, what hope? 

Servant: Dost thou who knowest the Prophets cry 
out thus? Is thy despair sincere, or are thy thoughts 
not of thyself? Hast thou not read Isaiah? When thou 
are not within have I come to this room that I might 
read, for I cannot these priceless books possess, but 
that I read and bear them always in my memory. 

(The servant selects one of the scrolls and reads:) 

Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own sight! (Isaiah 5:21) 

But there are prophecies that fill the soul with joy 
and make the heart rejoice that it shall know the king- 
dom of the Lord, This world will die of its own sin and 
man shall faint beneath the earth with sighs and tears 
that stream remorsefully from unscaled eyes. But right- 
eousness shall bind the Righteous in firm rooted hope 
and faith shall lift up the Faithful to the very heart of 
Ged. Hast thou read this? 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. (Isaiah 2:2) 

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

Immanuel! God with us! Son of God. Significant 
is this of what we know not; but the time of God will 
come and what will be our state? And yet I find again: 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this. (Isaiah 9:6, 7) 

Why fret we, for the Lord hath made with us a 
covenant. Since time began it hath been made and as 
this prophet hath beheld the world in ages past, so now 
we see the world today; but he hath found the words 
we seek without the light, so let them be our light; and 
darkness fails as doth the murk of night, and it is day. 

Yea, in the way of thy judgment, O Lord, have we 
waited for Thee; the desire of our soul is to Thy name, 
and to the remembrance of Thee. With my soul have 
I desired Thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within 
me will I seek Thee early: for when Thy judgments are 
in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 

O Lord our God, other lords besides Thee have had 
dominion over us; but by Thee only will we make men- 
tion of Thy name. 

They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, 
they shall not rise: therefore, hast Thou visited and 
destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. 
Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body 
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; 
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for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall 
cast out the dead. 

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, 
and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 
For behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth 
also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover 
her slain. (Isaiah 26:8, 9; 13, 14; 19-21) 


(End of Part One) 
Part Two—The Covenant 

The time is any year lately past. The scene is the 
Sacristy of an American Church. In it is a cupboard 
wherein the clergyman will hang his vestments when the 
Church service, which is nearing its close, will be finished. 
In a moment the clergyman enters from the Church and 
begins to prepare himself for the street. He is soon 
followed by the young man who enters from a door at 
the rear. 

Y. M: Your sermon was very brilliant this morn- 
ing 

C.: Am I to take that as a compliment? 

Y. M: Oh, yes. Do you have a few moments that 
I may talk with you? 

C.: Certainly; sit down, I’ve much time. 

Y. M.: I do a lot of talking, don’t I? But I don’t 
ever seem to say all that I want to. 

C.: Be sure that I understand and I realize that 
you have problems, and particularly at your age, that 
don’t as a rule, bother the majority of people. I ad- 
mire you for your courage in facing the troublesome 
things and trying to solve them as they present them- 
selves. We are inclined to drift when real thought might 
do a world of good; but we must, too, be careful. How- 
ever, I do like to talk with you whenever you come. 

Y. M.: You have been very kind to listen to my 
ramblings; I venture that I’ve bored you more than 
one time. ; 

C.: Never that. 
whenever I can. 

Y. M.: You said, this morning, that’s what I came 
to talk about, that the beauty of Christ could dissipate 
every ugliness that is manifested on earth. 

Ong NAESY 

Y. M.: I don’t believe it: 

C.: You don’t believe it? 

Y. M.: No. You see, the idea wasn’t a new one to 
me, as I’ve thought along those lines myself—I mean, 
trying to place Christ between me and all the ugliness 
there is in life. But what good is it? The world is a 
horrible place; full of sordidness and sin and death. My 
faith, it—it—well— 

C.: I think I know. 

Y. M.: And what can one do? What chance have 
the finer things of the world against all the hideous 
things that are continually warring with them? And 
Christ? I want to believe in Him more strongly than 
anything else, but it is almost as if He won’t let me. 
You tell me that I mustn't let my own sinful nature 
stand between me and Him, but what does He do? I 
didn’t create my inclination toward sin. If I had had 
any part in my own creation, do you think I would have 
allowed sin to— 


Moreover, it is my duty to help 


(Pause) 
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C.: You forget that the creation of a man never 
stops. It isn‘t something that is begun and finished in 
so many days or weeks, but is always going on. We are 
continually undergoing the processes of building up and 
tearing down which really constitute creation. You are 
this moment having a part in that process and are you 
“building up?” .But you are very wrong when you say 
that a sinful nature stands between you and Christ. 
Christ is on your side, and He is as active in the repul- 
sion as you are, or as you should be, fighting with you 
and for you. He is not passive as you say. Do you 
think that His great sacrifice was a passive act? His 
life? His death? 

But, not to change the subject, in all the years I’ve 
known you I’ve never heard you sound quite so bitter. 
What is wrong? Can I help? 

Y. M.: Oh, nothing more than usual is wrong, but 
I’ve just been a little more discouraged and disappointed. 
I’m so thoroughly disgusted with my life and every- 
thing about it; the small petty things that I do and 
must do. What chance has one to do the things that 
really matter? I don’t want to be tied down to an 
unimportant job all of my life, where I have no op- 
portunities for really serving. Yes, I mean that, for 
my impulses are not all selfish. I do want to make 
something fine of my life. I’ll admit that I like to enjoy 
myself, and if I had the chance to be rich, I’d take it, 
for with money one can do almost anything. I want 
fine things, and above all I want the beautiful things. 
I want to get away from the same, always the same, 
humdrum uglinesses that always surround one; but 
the only good thing you can say about being poor is 
that you can always, I suppose, be poorer. 

C.: You’ve probably heard this many times before, 
but I'll repeat it, and please forgive me if I sound 
didactic: money and opportunities do not always con- 
stitute wealth. 

~Y. M.: I have heard that. 

C.: And you don’t believe it? 

Y. M.: I will be fair and say that there probably 
is some truth in it, but— 

C.: Being young you won't believe it as much as 
you should. I don’t forget that I was once your age, 
so you see, I understand more things than you think. 
But being young you have also forgotten one thing too 
readily, and I mean forgotten in its truest sense. 

Y. M.: I’ve forgotten something? 

> (Christ: 

Y. M.: Oh. 

C.: If I did not know you as well as I do, if I did 
not know that you are fundamentally very fine, I might 
very judiciously say, “see here, young man,” and pro- 
ceed to lay down some laws to you; but that isn’t neces- 
sary, for I know that you are capable of thinking and 
analyzing for yourself, feel complimented, and I know 
that I can help you in your outlook. When I was in 
seminary, one of my teachers, a wise one in the ways 
of mankind, told a Bible History class a fable, as he 
called it. I’m going to tell it to you. A man once set 
out to find the riches of the world, and with the riches 
he would find all that was beautiful and perfect in the 
world—the perfect state of mind and the greatest faith 
in mankind and in God. He was going to the four cor- 
ners of the earth to find these things. He traveled 
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for days and lost his way many times, until finally, in a 
strange land, he came to a great palace. It gleamed in 
the sun, for it was made of gold and was encrusted with 
flashing gems of every kind; marble and alabaster and 
porphry were its foundations. A fabulous fortune had 
probably been spent to secure its exquisite beauty. He 
thought to himself, “How could I ever own anything 
like this?” and his heart grew heavy within him; he was 
filled with discouragement. Then he saw a white flower 
growing between the stones of the pavement and he 
saw that it was more beautiful than the pile of precious 
stones and gold and crystal of its windows. He thought 
“the beauty of the palace which I can never have does 
not compare with this white flower which I take freely 
in my hand” and he was puzzled for his convictions 
were shaken. He traveled on and soon he saw a man 
starving by the road. The man looked at him with 
tragic eyes but did not even cry out for help. Then the 
traveler kneeled by the man, and searching in his pocket 
he found that he had but one crumb of bread, and in his 
flask but one drop of water. But he placed the crumb 
in the mouth of the man and the drop of water on his 
lip and the man sprang up satisfied and ran down the 
road with great vigor, singing a cheerful song. The 
traveler thought, “Had I a pocket of pearls and a flask 
of liquid gold I could not have saved this man’s life with 
them,” and again he was puzzled, for he felt a deep 
thankfulness that he had been able to save the suffering 
man; and then a great love for the man because he had 
served him to advantage and saved his life. He sat down 
in the road to take a stock of what was his. He had 
the white flower and the knowledge that all of the 
glory of worldly things could not compare with it in 
beauty; he had love for the man whose life he had saved, 
and he realized that in the crumb of bread and the drop 
of water were greater riches than in all of the treasuries 
of the world. As he sat in the road such a contentment 
and serenity stole into his mind that he felt very close to 
heaven and he thought, “This is the perfect state of 
mind. I need seek no farther for in these things is 
Christ and in Christ there is no seeking, only finding. 
I need not seek for faith for without Christ there is no 
faith, and I have found Christ. 

So you see, what desire can go beyond Christ? The 
things that you want are merely for physical happiness. 
The opportunity to serve is not dependent on one’s 
bank book for in Christ there are limitless riches. Christ 
is the covenant our Father has made with us and if we 
accept it, then ours is the perfect state, not only of mind, 
but of body, and in accepting it we accept the ultimate 
in giving. Ours is the greatest gift—it is the ultimate 
in receiving. 

Y. M.: You probably knew how I'd feel after you 
told me that. 

Gr. ies.) Uedids 

Y. M.: Everything you said is true. I'll probably 
give myself some bad moments when I get home and 
think about what you’ve said and what I said. 

C.: Bad moments are good for all of us. Our faith 
is stronger for them and our confidence in ourselves 
grows miraculously. 

Y. M.: You know, I think I know how that man 
must have felt. When I think that God has made a 
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Cluistmas Cjreetings rom California 


We pause in the midst of our intensive preparations 
and publicity for the ’39 Convention at Long Beach to 
give thought and space to the current season—the sea- 
son for celebrating our Savior’s birth. 

While California Leaguers constantly have the ’39 
Convention strongly in mind, we earnestly desire to 
impress other Leaguers with the fact that we are even 
more interested in the work of spreading the glorious 
Gospel and the saving of our souls through the atoning 
blood of Christ our Lord. 

We, the Luther Leaguers of the West, are proud 
of our Lutheran Church and its strong Christo-centric 
traditions and precepts. We are ever thankful to God 
that our Lutheran Church has been so greatly favored 
by His manifold blessings—that He has helped us to 
preserve and maintain the pure, unadulterated Truth of 
His Word. We praise God that the Lutheran Church is 
guilty of fewer heresies, digressions and Scripture- 
butcherings than practically any other denomination. 
On the other hand (lest we become as the self-righteous 
Pharisee), we recognize and are deeply chagrined at 
some of our erroneous tendencies. These, we earnestly 
pray, will be corrected under His guiding hand. 

All in all, California Leaguers have a spirit of con- 
secration that can accomplish a great work for Him 
when coupled with the aggression that has been dis- 
played during more than fifteen years of organization 
and is being re-evidenced in preparing for the ’39 Con- 
vention in Long Beach, 

The purpose of this article is not to vaunt California 
Leaguers, but rather to assure any and all prospective 
delegates and visitors that we of the Pacific Coast will 
do our very utmost to make the 22nd Biennial Conven- 


ios Ja ia 


A CHRISTMAS MASQUE 
(Continued from Page Five) 
covenant with me—me, I don’t feel petty and insuff- 
cient any more. I see now what you mean about op- 
portunities. Christ and I could do anything, couldn’t 
we? If Christ is God’s covenant with me, then I will 
make my life Christ’s covenant with God. 


C.: Now you are speaking as a Christian. With his 
heritage of Christ the Christian must not stoop to the 
thoughts that you had when you came here today. If 
one is really Christ-like, one cannot be little or petty. 
The Christ-life gives us such a depth of understand- 
ing, such a magnificent vista of life that even eternity 
holds nothing of dread or fear for us. Without the 
covenant that God has made with us what do you 
suppose we would be? Would we be men certain of 
ourselves, sure of the future? Christ is the Covenant 
that stretches, endlessly backward and eternally forward 
in eternity: 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 


tion of the Luther League of America not only one of 
the biggest conventions ever held by the Luther League, 
but also one that will be a milestone of spiritual inspira- 
tion and Christian brotherhood—a convention in which 
our Lord’s presence will always be felt. 

We trust that this Christmas season will enrich 
your spiritual life and bring you closer to Him; and we 
look forward eagerly to July 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, 1939, when 
it will be our honor and privilege to serve you gathered 


in the interest of Luther League affairs. 


The first Christmas setting closely resembled the 
scene that awaits visitors and delegates to Southern 
California in ’39. In the Holy Land that was blessed 
with our Saviour’s ministry, are found the same trees— 
olive, citrus, palm, carob, etc.—and the vineyards that 
are so abundant in the “land of sunshine and flowers.” 
The general topography of parts of Southern California 
is practically a perfect replica of portions of Palestine. 
In this land of ours that will be the host to Luther 
Leaguers, July 6. 7. 8. 9 and 10, 1939, an atmosphere of 
Scripture-described geography is sure to lend a deeper 
note of consecration to the Convention than would 
otherwise be experienced. 

What could be more ideal than to hold our Con- 
vention in the Land of Judah, so rich in Bible lore! Yet, 
although this is not possible, it is not only possible, 
but an actual fact that a similar land—another land truly 
“flowing with milk and honey’’— is available and is to 
used when the Luther League of America meets at Long 
Beach, California, in July, 1939. Will you be there? 

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA—July 6-10, 1939! 


GEORGE E. STEFFENS 
Chairman, Interstate Publicity 


Ih ak dah 


On to Long Beach, California, July 6-10, 1939 
CONVENTION HALL 
Where all sessions of the 

' Twenty-second Biennial Convention will be held 


i 
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ADVENT MESSAGES FROM THE 
PHILOSOPHERS 
An Advent Message from Socrates 
Four hundred years before Christ, Socrates, 
Greece, entertained an expectation of the near advent 
of some supernatural teacher of men. He said: “We 
must wait till someone comes from God to instruct us 
how to behave toward the divinity and toward man.” 
December 3—An Advent Message from Plato 
A few years after Socrates, Plato said: “It is neces- 
sary that a law giver be sent from. Heaven to instruct 
us. Oh, how greatly do I desire to see that man and 
who he is. Without doing any wrong, he will assume the 
appearance of being unjust; yes, he shall be. scourged, 
tortured, fettered, and after enduring all possible suffer- 
ing, will be fastened to a post, and will restore again the 
beginning and prototype of righteousness.” 
December 10—An Advent Message from Confucius 
About the time of Plato, Confucius, in China, said: 
“A new religion will sometime come from the West. 
It will pierce to the uttermost parts of China where 
ships have never gene. In the West the true saint must 
be looked for and found.” 
_ December 17—An Advent Message from a Hindu 
.. A Hindu writing, long .antedating Christ. states: 
“Some day a religion will-come from the West. that 
shall be under the protection of the sword, but which 
shall be spread by persuasion.” The Hindus interpret 
these words as referring to Christianity, advancing under 
armed protection of Great Britain, but making its con- 
quests by the persuasion of missionaries. 
December 24—An Advent Message from Zoraster 
Zoraster taught the Persians, that in the latter days 
a pure virgin would conceive, and that, as soon as the 
child was born, a star would appear, blazing even at 
noonday with undiminished lustre. He said: “You, my 
sons, will perceive its rising before any other nation. 
As soon as you see the star, follow it wheresoever it 
leads you, and adore the mysterious child, offering your 
gifts to him with the profoundest humility. He is the 
Almighty Word which created the Heavens.” 


in 
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Remember the Luther League of 
America at Christmas Time 


with a 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 


Dear Luther Leaguers: 

Once again the time has rolled around for me to 
write a “Flash” for the Luther League Review with 
regards to the Sustaining Membership Fund. During 
the time I am writing this article we have two anda 
half months until the year 1938 will close. Two and a 
half months in which to raise our quota of $4,000.00. 
Many new subscriptions have been received during 1938. 
We are greatly pleased to receive them, but. we are 
anxious about those Leagues and friends of the League 
who gave last year, but who so far this year have not 
given. Our goal would be near if the ‘old givers” would 
turn in their gifts. Three States have met their quotas 
and several others are very near. 

Just in case you have forgotten—one of the points 
necessary to be placed on the 1938 Honor Roll is a 
League subscribing to a Sustaining, Gift or Memorial 
Membership. 

Several ways have been used to collect some money 
for the Fund. Virginia has an “Uncle Pat” pig—Missis- 
sippi also has a pig by that name, and someone in 
Philadelphia has an “Uncle Pat” dog. These animals 
are in the forms of banks and we feed them loose change 
and then take out Memberships. 

Once again we will tell you of the various types of 
memberships: Sustaining Membership, Contributing 
Membership, Gift, Alumni and Memorial Memberships. 

By the time this article appears in the Review, 
there will be many more State and Synodical Leagues 
over the top. Your Chairman’s wish is that you may 
have a Blessed Thanksgiving. 

Most cordially, 
WILLIAM H. PATRICK, JR. (Uncle Pat) 


fay fi Ya\ Jak fat Jak da 


To be accredited on the 1938 Honor Roll Your Application Must be at 
Headquarters by January 9, 1939 


—— 


oe 
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Cipplication for Enrollment on the Luther League Honor Roll 


LPOG GILG A CTO je ee ee 


(State), has met the Honor League requirements and hereby applies for a 


place on the Honor Roll of the Luther League of America for the year 1938. 


President 


Secretary 


(To be signed by each officer, with address. Detach and send directly to the Luther League of Amecica, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., not later than January 9, 1939.) 


toe 
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This letter is truly being written under adverse cir- 
cumstances. In the first place I am “up in the air’—not 
down “in a hole,” where my September letter was 
written from Kansas. My air-mindedness is due to oc- 
cupying room 1431 in the Lord Baltimore Hotel here 
in Baltimore, where the 11th Biennial Convention of the 
United Lutheran Church is about to be held.’ In the 
second place the first game of the World’s Series is 
being played at this moment. I have the radio on and 
am both trying to write this letter and listen to the 
game. It isn’t the easiest thing to do, and if you could 
see the typographical errors I’m making and the era- 
sures they cause me, you’d have to agree that I’m not 
exaggerating in the least. Score at this point is Yanks 3 
——Cubs 1, end of the 8th innning. I bet on the winner. 


Touring in Baltimore, Md. with your Secretary 

In my letter of October 1, I related the experiences 
and impressions of my tri-state tour, namely: Texas, 
Kansas and Nebraska. It may be said here that since 
coming to Baltimore I’ve been privileged to meet many 
pastors from those three states who are here to attend 
the convention; also the former president of the Ne- 
braska Luther League, Mr. Wilbur Jenny. It wouldn’t 
surprise me in the least if a goodly mumber of League 
leaders from all over the United States and Canada came 
to this convention as delegates, thus proving our worth 
as an organization in training men to Church responsi- 
bilities. The convention opens tonight and I’ve kept 
myself confined to my room all day at work, otherwise 
I’m sure I could mention a score or more Luther 
Leaguers attending the convention. Speaking of scores 
—Yanks 3, Cubs 1, end of game. I win. 


In New Jersey 

Retracing our steps to September 5-7, we find our- 
selves attending the New Jersey State convention of 
Leaguers in Holy Trinity, Audubon, N. J. Rev. Nathan 
L. Melhorn, D D., editor of “The Lutheran,” addressed 
the opening communion service of the convention. Dr. 
Melhorn asked me a question on the youthfulness in 
age of those present as compared to other State bodies. 
I replied, “The same everywhere.” This conversation 
occurred at the dinner table. After the communion serv- 
ice Dr. Melhorn, upon observing the spontaneous par- 
ticipation of the Leaguers in the service, was so im- 
pressed by the sincerity and surrender of the youth that 
he gave himself early the next week to write his im- 
pressions into “The Lutheran.” It will delight you to 
read what the Dector wrote. I think you'll find it in the 
September 15th issue in the editorial pages. 

Under President “Gene” Kelchner’s inspiring direc-: 
tion the New Jersey state convention, in a term ‘‘Gene” 
delights in using, “really went to town.” The Inter- 
mediates, under State Secretary Miss Laura Vroom, had 
their inning at the convention, and it was my joy to ad- 
dress them and present twenty Leagues with awards. 


In Allentown, Pa. 
On September 25th, Mrs. Wolf and I journeyed by 
car to Allentown, Pa., to assist in the celebration of the 


The Intermediate Department 
In Transit—Suggestions for Superintendents 
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25th Anniversary of the Junior Luther League, and the 
Sth Anniversary of the Intermediate Luther League of 
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church. Miss Anna Schlegel, 
Publicity Secretary for the State League of Pennsyl- 
vania, is the directoress of the ’teen-age organization. 
The Intermediates presented five Contributing Member- 
ships to four of its members about to become Seniors, 
and to the pastor of the Church, Rev. Lindenmuth. A 
five-dollar contribution was also made to the debt fund 
of the Church. Our part in the program was that of 
speaker and presenter of the Memberships. 


In Connecticut 

Following the hurricane that swept across the upper 
eastern shore of our country late in September, I went 
to Meriden, Conn., on the Ist of October to participate 
in that state’s first all-day session of Intermediates. Mrs. 
Marie A. Hammer has been the hard-working Intermedi- 
ate Secretary of that state for a number of years, and 
the response to her call brought out close to 100’teeners. 
Many more would have been there had not the after- 
math of the hurricane prevented. A lively session was 
held with all the ingredients present to make it so. 
Officers for the coming year are: President, Miss Alice 
Jabs; Vice-President, Mr. Emil Hein; Secretary, Miss 
Gloria Hammer; Treasurer, Miss Norma Kelly. We 
were privileged to stay over on Sunday and preach for 
Pastor Hammer and address Mrs. Hammer’s Sunday 
School class. 

In Maryland 

We are back in Baltimore again. It is past dinner 
time and the wolf is well-filled to continue drumming 
on the typewriter until this letter and a Boy Scout arti- 
cle for this month’s Review have been completed. We've 
been in Baltimore three days attending the Lutheran 
Brotherhood Convention, which always precedes the 
U. L. C. A. Convention. The male staff of the Luther 
League secretarial family was on the Brotherhood’s 
program, Secretary Kinports bringing greetings from 
the youth to their elders, and Secretary Wolf speaking 
on the third objective of the Brotherhood, “Develop the 
Church Life of the Boy.” 


NOTICE INTERMEDIATES! 


At the close of my November Letter I stated 
that the dead line for 1938 essays to be received at 
this cffice was December 1, 1938. That date will 
be extended to until January 31, 1939. This is done 
to cover up an error on my, part in failing to give 
notice of new dead-line in an earlier issue of the 
Review. Sorry. Do better next time. 


A erry Christmas To All 


Sincerely, “ 
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Suggestions for Devotional Hours and Reading Course 


For Intermediate -Luther Leaguers—By Secretary R. J. Wolf 


I. Worship Section (15 minutes) 

Some superintendents are at a loss to know how 
to put in a whole hour on the study of a topic. Others 
find it a problem to keep order and maintain the interest 
of the Leaguers, especially the boys Penciling a 100% 
efficiency ‘‘order of service” is one thing, executing it is 
another. I can suggest something approaching the ideal 
—the individual superintendent must determine its merits 
or demerits. 

1. Train Leaguers to be on time. Even before the 
time set for the meeting to begin, if there are a half- 
dozen or more early-comers on hand interest them in a 
Bible Bee, hymn-singing or Scriptural Memory contest. 
Start on the dot scheduled. A poor beginning may wreck 
the whole meeting. 

2. Use an opening sentence to start out. Try re- 
peating a Scripture sentence, written in advance on 
blackboard. Employ same sentence until memorized. 
Change sentences often. Review these memory verses 
from time to time. If a hymn is used to start the meet= 
ing, let it be a familiar one. Never use an unfamiliar 
hymn to either start or close the meeting. New hymns 
should be used, however, but always after the meeting 
is well on the way. 

3. As a means of calling the meeting to order 
instruct the pianist to play several stanzas of the open- 
ing hymn before leader announces same. In announcing 
the hymn encourage the leader to say, “We will begin 
our meeting this evening with the singing of hymn so- 


and-so.” The pianist then gives the chord and singing 
begins at once. Unfamiliar hymns should be played 
through Always have a song-leader. Sing spiritedly. 


After a few hymns have been sung let the leader prompt- 
ly announce the next thing on the program. Let there 
be no “painful lulls.” 

4. Prayer may come next, either by one person 
or in unison. Use the prayer in the Quarterly Helps. 
Teach the members to speak out. While God may hear 
a whisper, the other members cannot. The use of mem- 
ber-written prayers is to be encouraged. Sentence pray- 
ers is another way of teaching members how to pray. 

5. Scripture Reading. Here again teach the im- 
portance of speaking out. Discourage mumbling of 
words. I stress “audible speech’ because it means so 
much to giving to the members that for which they are 
present, and to the success of the meeting; not to men- 
tion the good derived by the speakers. 

6. In providing special music keep in mind to re- 
quire “numbers” within the ability of the performers to 
render. If the musician is an amateur, ask for simple 
renditions, not for classical stuff. 


II. Instruction Section (25 minutes) 

1. Presentation of topic by one or more members. 
The amount of advance thought given to the materials 
in the topic determines the effectiveness of the materials 
in presentation and study. A superintendent will be re- 
paid for giving a leader home instruction in advance. 

2. State the topic subject clearly. Have it under- 
stood by every member before proceeding further. Build 


a foundation for the study of the topic by use of the 
Daily Bible readings in the Quarterly Helps. First have 
the references read, followed by the comments. 

If words are used in the materials anywhere that 
are too hard for certain members to pronounce or under- 
stand, take time to help out in their explanation. If 
members are not clear in their statements (especially 
if wrong in them), the superintendent should set them 
right. When Bible references are referred to in the 
body of the material under study, be sure that those 
references are read. Mere mentioning is meaningless. 

3. Encourage open discussion of the various para- 
graphs and questions as you proceed in the topic. 

4. A brief summary of the topic may well be given 
by the superintendent. 

5. Close with a ringing hymn. 


III. Review of Sixteen Point Program 

1. President takes charge of meeting. 

2, Even where the business meetings are separate 
from the devotional meetings, it will pay to give a re- 
view of the Sixteen Point Program, emphasizing one 
point at each meeting. Check up on Reading Course. 
Stress daily Bible reading, Church attendance and Sun- 
day School, etc. Invite the pastor to give a brief talk 
occasionally. Read an occasional story, securing “Sev- 
enty-five Stories for the Worship Hour.’ Think of a 
thousand and one other helpful matters relating to the 
welfare and growth of your League. 


The 1939 Intermediate Reading Course 
Essay, Contest—Awards—Certificates 
The Books 
Whereas six books are listed below, only four need 
be purchased to have a full Reading Course. In making 
your selection consider the first two as “required” then 
choose one from the second pair of missionary books; 
and finally, if you have a mixed group, select one from 
the third pair of books, basing your selection on whether 
or not you want the fourth book to be purely a boy’s 
book or a girl’s book. 
“Glad Days in Galilee,” Marion Keith—$1.00 
“The Return of the Tide,” Zenobia Bird—$1.50 
“Freedom,” Welthy H. Fisher—Paper 25 cents; 
cloth 75 cents 
“The Star of India,” Isabel B. Rose—50 cents 
and $1.00 
*“Girlhood Today,” Helen Weishimer—$1.00 


**“Stars in the Sky,” Archer Wallace—$1.50 
*For girls 
**For boys 


Four Things To Do 
First: Set up a simple system to circulate the books. 
A chart containing the names of the readers (allowing 
each member one to two weeks to read a book) will 
prove helpful. You must work whatever system you 
devise to keep the books circulating. Encourage the 
indifferent members to read the books. 
Second: Promote a Reading Course Poster Con- 
test among the members. Offer small prizes for the 
two best posters. 
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Third: On the Essay Contest. Twelve awards will 
be offered. These awards go to the twelve members 
writing the best essays. The following rules govern 
this annual contest: 


1s Bach 

2. Essay must be on one of the 1939 books. 

3. Must be written in ink or typewritten, and only 

on one side of the paper. 

4. Must contain not less than 1000 nor more than 

1500 words. 
5. Must be in the offices of the Luther League of 
America not later than December 1, 1939. 

Announcement of awards will be made in The 
Luther League Review at the earliest date possible 
thereafter. 

Fourth: After all members have been given an op- 
portunity to read the books of the Course, send the 
names of these members having read three of the books 
to the Intermediate Secretary, and receive a certificate 
for each person. No charge. 


Intermediate may enter only one essay. 


Helps To Help 
It can safely be said that the Reading Course for 
Intermediates is the least productive of results than any 
other phase in our whole program. We would like to 
make it otherwise. We try hard to select the best books 


each year. What’s lacking? Maybe it’s a plan of dis- 
tribution you need. If so, we herewith offer you the 
“methods” used successfully by two superintendents. 


Study their methods and help us give the books of the 
1939 Reading Course a much more general reading. 


The first superintendent says: “Posters! That’s it! 
At the beginning of the year I make four posters, one 
representing each of the books, and place them in the 
assembly room of the Sunday School where we hold 
our meetings and where they can be easily seen. On 
each poster lines are drawn crosswise, a line for each 
member and each line numbered consecutively. As the 
books are read (I first give a review of the books before 
handing them out) the readers’ names are added to the 
list. Last year there was a rush for the first places and 
by the end of the year we found that the Reading 
Course Banner of our State was ours. The names of 
the Leaguers who write essays are written on the posters 
in larger letters than the names of the readers. If and 
when our essayists receive their awards in the Essay 
Contest, a gold star is placed opposite their names, and 
“finis’ written on the posters and the year’s work.” 
(This League had four essayists to receive awards in 
1937—Ed.) 

The second superintendent says: “(l) Superintend- 
ent must realize the importance reading books has upon 
the character of the individual. In these days of an over- 
abundance of trashy literature, we can’t do less than 
to try to train our young people to like good books; (2) 
Superintendent must read books sufficiently to be able 
to discuss them intelligently with the Intermediates. 
Their first and most common question is, “Is this a 
good book?” How can the superintendent answer if 
she does not know its contents? (3) Have a place to 
keep books. A regular library will result within a few 
years’ time; (4) Have a librarian in your League; (5) 
Have card system of lending. Paste envelope in back of 
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book. As long as book is in library card remains in en- 
velope, but when it is removed, the borrower signs the 
card which contains, ““Name of book,” “Date borrowed,” 
and “Date returned.” When card is removed from book 
it is kept in another envelope in the library, so, that it 
is always available; (6) Points can be given in contests 
for reading books—some points for old books, but ad- 
ditional points for current year’s books; (7) Help the li- 
brarian to check up occasionally to see which books are 
out. Librarian reports at monthly business meeting the 
same as other secretaries; (8) Advertise the fact that the 
Luther League of America gives certificates for the 
Reading Course. Have them properly signed and make 
something of their presentation; (9) State and Synodical 
goals on the subject will encourage essay writing; (10) 
Towards the end of the year—in the fall usually—begin 
announcing about the essay. Encourage all of the 
Leaguers to try, although one must not be disappointed 
if only two or three respond. Pick out your most likely 
material and go to these Leaguers individually, Discuss 
the various books with them and ask them if they 
wouldn’t like to try to write an essay. Show them that 
it is no harder than a school book report. An essay 
sounds like a big task—a school-book report usually 
a small one. 


CHRISTMAS SEALS 


HEALTH 
GREETINGS 


T aN a a a ae ae a se a a a a ee a ae a 


Help to Protect Your Hom« 


from Tuberculosis 
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CHRISTMAS AT KONNAROCK 


(By Mrs. John Gable) 


rushed, because there are so many with whom 
Christmas and the Christmas spirit are to be 
blessed and 


(Caer ee at Konnarock is always busy and 


shared. But Christmas at Konnarock is 
happy because it is shared with so many. 

Christmas boxes arrive at the schools early in De- 
cember, and that seems the beginning but actually long 
before that, of course, we are planning for all the various 
celebrations and observances, so that no one is missed. 

One of the first parties to be given each Christmas 
season is the Mothers’ Club party. This Club is com- 
posed of women living in and near Konnarock. At first 
Miss Ida Twedten, a nurse on the girls’ school staff, 
had to do a great deal of the work and planning herself; 
but now, after several years, there are forty members, 
eager, planning, working members.. It is customary to 
invite fathers and other guests to this Mothers’ Club 
party. Sometimes it is held in the Health Center wait- 
ing room, sometimes in the big dining room at the main 
building of the girls’ school. All the furniture is moved 
out, a Christmas tree set up in one corner, and then some 
of the mothers decorate it with colored candles and 
“snow’ made of soap-suds, while still others prepare 
the refreshments. The president of the Club presides 
at the devotional meeting which is the first part of the 
program. Then come the games. After the ice is broken, 
all the grown-ups seem as ten-year-olds playing “Going 
to Boston” and other old party games. It is time to 
light the Christmas tree when refreshments have been 
served. All other lights are turned off, and the gifts 
are distributed by candlelight. It is late when the party 
breaks up—nearly ten o’clock! But it is not too late for 
them to stay and help clean up and to talk about the 
lovely time everyone had at the party. 

Some years the advanced music classes at the girls’ 
school have worked for weeks cutting lovely silhouette 
pictures of the Christmas story, as they learned Christ- 
mas music. At various times before Christmas these 
pictures are projected on a screen. While “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem” is sung, perhaps at family prayers, 
perhaps at an evening preaching service, a silhouette of 
Bethlehem is shown—houses in the distance and stars up 
above. The classes have made silhouettes for “Away in 
a Manger,’ “Silent Night,” “Once Upon a Midnight 
Lone an Angel Song,” and ‘““We Three Kings of Orient.” 
Also several of the music classes and other groups of 
girls and boys sing carols at the houses of people in the 
neighborhood, a few nights before the Christmas holi- 
days begin. Another part of Christmas at Konnarock is 
the party which the grade school pupils, both boarding 
girls and day boys and girls, have at K. T. S. Chairs, 
candy boxes and mysterious packages are arranged some- 
where. No one ever knows just when or where it will be. 
It is always a lovely surprise. Sometimes it is in the 
sewing room, sometimes all of us sit on the floor around 
the tree in the dining room. A teacher or older pupil 


presides over the program which consists of carols, a _ 


story, a Christmas prayer, and the tiny children sing. 
The room is darkened, the candles are lighted, and the 
children’s joy just bubbles over as the gifts are dis- 


‘been lying underneath the tree. 


tributed. Nearly all the boarding girls go to their own 
homes for Christmas, but before they leave the school 
they all receive gifts. The boys at Iron Mountain School, 
too, have their own special celebration. They go high up 
in the mountain and carefully select and chop down the 
tree which will later be slid down the slope and set up 
in the living room of their school. As most of them go 
home for Christmas, too, they gather around their tree 
the night the public school closes. A devotional program 
is held and either the headmaster or an alumnus gives 
a talk. Two boys are named “Santa Claus” and to them 
goes the pleasure of distributing the gifts which have 
The evening ends by 
singing “Silent Night.” Several of the teachers at the 
schools go away for Christmas, too, but often there are 
as many as four of them left to keep Christmas in the 
community. 

In the same valley with the schools is St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church. The boys and girls of the two Church 
Schools worship here with the people who live in Kon- 
narock. The girls walk or ride the two miles to the 
Church, and the boys have only a very short distance to 
walk. But the boarding school pupils are at their own 
homes at Christmas time, so the Sunday School Christ- 
mas program and other festivities at St. Matthew’s, as 
at the K. T. S. Chapel, are the center of interest of the 
community folk. As early as October the little children 
at St. Matthew’s inquire about Christmas celebration. 
The Sunday School program is given on Christmas Eve, 
with as many children as possible participating. The 
choir prepares special anthems, everyone helps to deco- 
rate the Church, and gifts and candy are distributed at 
the close of the service. The Sunday School which meets 
at K. T. S. Chapel in the other end of the community 
has a program, too, at this season of the year. The 
younger community children give pieces and sing carols, 
and the older young people whose homes are in the 
nearby community, busy themselves filling vases with 
holly, making tiny white Christmas trees out of branches, 
making candle-holders for each of the ten windows in 
the chapel, fixing the candy treat for the younger ones, 
and getting the house and chapel ready for the pro- 
gram. They are happy workers, for some of them said, 
“T never spent a happier day in my life.” “This seems 
like Christmas you read about!” Or “This is Christmas.” 
“You thanked us’ for helping with the program, but we 
must thank you for giving us such a nice Christmas.” 

Light Brigades, too, celebrate Christmas by giving 
and receiving gifts, singing carols, learning anew the 
old Christmas story. Three such groups are at present 
meeting in our little valley, and what a joy it is to see 
former school pupils taking leadership responsibility with 
these younger children. They have many happy times 
during the year, but, of course, Christmas tops them all. 

And so, what with all the Church, school, and club 
celebrations, the Christmas spirit is, as it should be, 
long-lived at Konnarock. This year, too, Christmas will 


“come to the mountains because of the-prayers, gifts,and ~~ 


thoughts of our friends. 
May the Christmas blessing abide with you, too! 
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The Junior 


CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 
4—Topic: “What Is the Church Doing for the 
Neighborhood?” 
11—Topic: “Peace On Earth 
(Ail Neighborhoods)” 
18—Topic: Missionary, “Discovering Our Church” 
25—Christmas Meeting 
Christmas Activities 


Christmas 
and we celebrate the birthday of the Christ Child. 


Am‘d the hustle and bustle, the rush and worry of our lives, 
let us stop long enough to “hear the angels sing,” for 


“Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel-sounds 

The blessed angels sing.” 

Jesus was the first to give the child a place in the scheme of 
living, and in the Church today, as we celebrate His birthday, the 
child shcu'd be at the fcundation of all our plans and should be 
given first place. 

Plenning for Christmas 

Help the Juniors get ready for Christmas. Turn 
their thoughts away from the commercial aspect of the 
season which is so dominant to the story of the Christ 
Child, all it. means, and make these weeks a time of 


preparation for its real observance. 


Plan for the Topics meetings now. 
Juniors the proper sp rit of Christmas 
meaning. 

Get out your Workers’ Handbook, and look over the leaflets, 
“Christmas with the Juniors,” ‘Emblems of Christmas,” “A Worship 
Program for Chri tmas.’’ These can all be used. Select from these 
the plans that best suit your group. 

Use the Junior Topics Booklet No. 16, “Christmas” and No. 
30, “Mak:ng Chr’stmas Real to the Juniors.’”’ They contain all sorts 
of suggestions, lists of pictures, and stories, a pageant, more than 
ample material to make the Chritmas seaon a time most worthwhile. 

Read over the Topics Booklet No. 30 carefully. Make Christ- 
mas mean something worthwhile to the boys and girls. They are 
getting enough of Santa Claus and gift-giving, and tinsel and festivi- 
ty el:ewhere. Make the’ stodry of the Christ Child the dominant note 
in the Junior League. See that every bit of your material, every 
picture, every story, even your decorations have’ some bearing on 
that theme. : 44, : 

Use these to make your meetings meaningful to the Juniors: 


The Topics should give the 
and teach thém its true 


Christmas Material 


Pamphlet: “Making Christmas Real to the Juniors”—5 cents 
Book: ‘‘Christmas’—ray be secured at library ¥ 
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Department 


Pamphlet: “Christmas Customs In Many Lands”’—5 cents, 
from Reformed Board, 416 Schaeff Bldg., 1505 Race St., : 
Philadelph’a, Pa. 


Christmas may require a program, but do not have an “enter- 
tainment”’ with recitations, songs, the Juniors on show, and candy 
getiing! Rather let the Christmas atmosphere permeate all your 
December meetings, and then at the meeting day nearest Christmas 
have all the Juniors unite in re-telling the Christmas story, using the 
best of what you have discovered during the month. 


If you have a share in the Christmas festival of the Church 
School, see that the Junior League has a program of worship, pic- 
turing the Christmas story in pageant, pantom'me, drama, tableau, 
or song and story, prepared by the Juniors, and presented by them 
in reverent spirit. 

Arrange for a “Christmas Story Hour.” With dimmed lights 
have a number of good Christmas stories told. The book, ‘The 
Children’s Book of Christmas Stories’ ($1.75 from the United Lu- 
theran Publication House, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa.), is a 
fine one to use. Re-tell Dicken’s “Christmas Carol” to the Juniors, 
and have someone tell “The Story of the Other Wise Man.” 


Christmas Books 
(Get these from the library and tell some stories.) 


Good Stories for Great Holidays—Olcott 

Stories Children Need—Bailey 

For the Children’s Hour—Bailey 

Why the Chimes Rang—Alden 

“Gretchen and the Wocden Shoe (from Children’s 
Christmas Stories) 

For the Story Teller—Lindsay 

Babouscka (from Christmas Legends and Stories)—Curtiss 

Christmas Legends and Stories—Curtiss 

The Jar of Rosemary (from The Story Teller)—Lindsay 

Christmas Carol—Dickens 

The Shepherd Who Didn’t Go—Jay Stocking 

Children’s Book of Christmas Stories—Dickinson 

Everywhere, Everywhere, Christmas Tonight—Brooks 

How Teresa and Carlita Helped the Three Kings 


Teach the Christmas Stories during December. Let the Juniors 

these stories. 

Why the Chimes Rang (from book of same title)—Alden 

Legend of the Christmas Rose—Lagerlof 

Legend of St. Christopher (from The Children’s Hour)—Bailey 

Where Love Is There God Is Also—Tolstoi 

Gretchen and the Wooden Shoe (from Children’s Book of 
Christmas Stories) 

Babouscka (from Christmas Legends and Stories)—Curtiss 

The Jar of RoSemary (from The Story Teller)—Lindsay 

The Shepherd Who Didn’t Go—Jay Stocking 

How ‘Teresa_and Carlita Helped the Three Kings (from Child- 
ren of Sea and Sun)—Wagner 


Teach the hymns of the Church during December. The Juniors 
can sing, “O, Come All Ye Faithful,’ ‘Silent Night,” “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” “While Shepherds. Watched Their Flocks By 
Night,” just as well as some of the meaningless carols. ‘‘There’s a 
Song in the Air’ will be liked by the little cnes, and, of course, you 
will have the smallest children sing ‘Away in a Manger.” The 
boys will like ““‘We Three Kings of Orient Are.” ; 

Write these hymns on large sheets of paper and hang them up 
in the room. The sheets may be decorated with pictures, or with 
sprays of evergreen drawn by tbe Juniors with crayons. 

Make Hymn Booklets. Bright red covers with a Christmas 
picture on each, and the title of the hymn and one line and an 
appropriate picture on each of the inside white pages, makes most 
attractive handwork, that can be used while teaching the hymn and 
afterward sent to others. 

A_ Candlelight Carol Service has been given by a group regu- 
larly for the. past four or five years. A service at four o’clock is 
held on Christmas Eve or the Sunday before Christmas in a 
darkened Church. There is a_processional of the Jun‘ors with lighted 
candles, and a service of Christmas carols sung by them in the 
choir loft, interspersed with the reading of the Scripture’'story. 
Simple, easily arranged, worshipful and beautiful, it is looked for- 
ward_to each year by the entire congregation. : . 

Study Christmas customs around the world. ‘Christmas. In 
Many Lands” will make an interesting public meeting. Ample 
material may be found in the Topics Booklet, “Making ChriStmas 
Real to the Juniors’ and ‘Christmas,’ as well as in Lutheran 
Woman’s Work, from which stories of the celebration of Christmas 
in our mission lands may be found to dramatize. ” 

Have a Christmas Corner in your Junior League room during 
December—a table with books, pictures, handwork, and all*sérts 
of Christmas material, and here let. the Juniors gather for work, 
for story hours, for search of material. a 

Teach the Christmas story from Scripture as the memory -work 
during December. Have the Juniors memorize the Shepherd story, 
the Angel story, the Wise Men story. Ee -- eis -S 


Your Room z Pe Sco ae 
Decorate the room for Christmas:. Apprdpriite 
surroundings count for much .at this season set!do :not 
have -anything in the room which -detracts from ‘the 
Christmas story or does.not help to-teach the real niés- 
Savesof Ghiristmas. eo Arn saute: “sea = vanes 


Book of 


tell 
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Be sure to have some of the fine Christmas pictures on your 

walls. Remove all others. From the Publication House may be se- 
cured large ten-cent pictures which may be used in the Worship 
Period. “The Madonna of the Chair,” ‘The Sistine Madonna,” 
“The Arr'val of the Shepherds,’ ‘ Holy Night,’ “The Announce: 
ment to the Shepherds,” may all be used. Put around these pic- 
tures small pieces of real pine and holly for your Christmas meeting. 
Avoid artincia] trimmings. 
_ Secure some pictures in the two-cent size—also from the Pub- 
lication House, and with these put a red frieze around your room. 
Put up several shee‘s cf red cardboard, and on these mount the pic- 
tures. Let the Juniors assist in gathering pictures of all sorts, and 
select the best. 

One Junior League, to vary their plan, used a bright blue card- 
board and put all around the room Chiistmas pictures of all sorts 
mounted on the blue background. Silver stars of different sizes were 
cut out from silver paper by the Juniors and added, and the effect 
was beautiful. 

Large silver or-gold stars may be used to write parts of the 
program for distribution, for memory verses, and to decorate the 
room afterward, 

If pos ble, secure for your meeting room Margaret Tarrant's 
picture, “The Star of Bethtehem.” In size 17% by 22, the price is 
five dollars; in size 15 by 18, $3.50. Perhaps your Senior League, 
the congregation, or some of the parents would cooperate in giving 
this to the Juniors. 


Christmas Pictures 


Announcement to the Shepherds—Plockhorst 

Arrival of the Shepherds—LeRolle 

The Sistine Madonna 

Madonna of the Chair 

O Little Town of Bethlehem—Taylor 

Announcement to the Shepherds—Copping 

The Three Wise Men—Taylor 

Holy Night—Correggio 

Arrange your chairs for the Christmas meeting in the form 
of a star. See that there is nothing in the room that does not con- 
tribute to the thought of the meeting. 

Have a tree, if possible, for your Christmas Meeting. It need 
not be a large one, and should afterward be sent to the hospital, 
a home, or some needy family. 

Various unique ways of decorating same may be used. Large 
silver and gold stars may be cut by the Beginners’ group. One tree 
was decorated with bright kindergar‘en rings made by the Nursery 
group. Another had red stars with a Christmas picture on each, 
made by the Juniors. ‘Pop Corn Men’’—the bodies of red cardboard 
and the head a quarter pound paper bag with the features outlined, 
and filled with pop corn, afterward distributed to the Juniors, 
decorated another tree. 

Still another tree was quite bare and the branches loosely covered 
with dark green. tissue paper at the opening of the meeting. As 
the Juniors arrived they each placed somewhere among the branches 
a toy or gift of some sort. At an appropriate time the cover was 
removed revealing a tree laden with gifts which were sent to the 
orphan home. The electric lights on the tree were turned on at the 
same time. The Senior League helped with this. 

Have a ‘Manger Scene” in your Junior League, if possible. 
These vary all the way from a booklet for ten cents in the five-and- 
ten-cent store from which the figures of paper may be cut, to 
elaborate mangers with finely-carved figures costing fifty dollars. 
The princ:ple is the same—a stable or manger is set up and around 
it are arranged figures of the Babe, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds 
and the wise men. Write to the Publication House for information 
and prices. 


Advertising Your Meeting 
Advertise your Christmas meeting. Distribute stars, 
bells, holly leaves, poinsettias, and other Christmas sym- 
bols cut from red, green, gold or silver paper. Half a 
dozen may be cut at one time, and the invitation written 


on the back. 


The same devices may have the various parts of the Christmas 
program written on the back and distributed to those taking part. 

“This little cand'e lights the way to the Junior Christmas 
meeting,” printed in large black letters on a red card, om which 
a white candle is fastened, will make an effective way of announcing 
your meeting. 


A Christmas Prayer Service 
The Superintendent, as leader, makes the petitions 
and the Juniors with bowed heads in silent prayer pray 


for each group as mentioned: 


Dear Father, we thank Thee for Chris‘mas; 

We thank Thee for the Babe of Bethlehem Who came to earth 
on the first Christmas; 

= Help us to Send the message of Christmas to other boys and 

girls; 

We pray for the children of all lands; 

We ark that they may love Thee and be Thy ch‘ldren, too; 

And that we may help in sending them all the Christmas 
message ; 

We pray fo rall the children of our own land; 

For the children in the cities; 

For the children in the countries; 

For the children of Mexico; 

And for the children in the snowy land of Alaska; 

For all the children of other lands who have come to our 
country ; 4 2 

For the children in the mountains; 

And for the Indian children of our country; 

For all the boys and g'rls of our land; 

We ask Thee to be with all the childien of other lands; 
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To help our Juniors in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands as 
they learn of Thee; 

i To be with the children of England as they join in the Yuletide 
Joy; 

With the little French boys and girls as they seek their 
Christmas gifts; 

With the children of 
Christmas trees: 

With the Italian children as they stand before their Christmas 
mangers ; 

With the children of Spain, of Holland, of Belgium, of Russia, 
of Austira, of Hungary, as they hurry to Church to hear the Christ- 
mas message; 

With all the children of Europe at this happy Christmas time; 

Especially do we ask Thee to bless the children of those lands 
which do not know of Thee; 

Ble:s our missienaries and all who are telling the message of 
Christmas in different places round the world; 

Bless whatever we can do to help them; 

Help the girls and boys of Japan and be with them; 

Bless the boys and girls of India; 

The ch.ldren of South America; 

The boys and girls of Africa; 

The children of China; 

Bless the children of all the countries of the world where Thy 
desk joame is not known and where the story of Bethlehem is not 
eard; 

Bless all the children of the world everywhere; 

Help us to send to these boys and girls the things that will 
help them to know Thee; 

Help us to pray for them; 

Help us to send them Bibles; 

Help us to work for the missionaries in every land; 

Help us to go as missionaries if we can, when we grow up; 

Help us to send good will around the world; 

These and whatever else we should ask at this happy Christmas 
time to help spread the good tidings of great joy, we ask in Jesus’ 


name. Amen. 
Handwork 


Let the Juniors do some Christmas Handwork. 


Get ‘Christmas Story Handwork Color Cards’—15 cents, from 
the Publication House. These are a set of cards with pictures of 
the Christmas story to be colored and verses to be memorized. 

A set of “Holy Night Panel Posters” is also fine handwork. 
These are a series of Christmas pictures in brown outline, with 
colored figures to be cut out and pasted on to complete the picture. 
They cost sixty cents, from our Publication House. 

“The First Christmas Story Cut-Out’? is a Manger Scene to be 
colored and cut out and used in teaching the Christmas story to the 
Little Leagers. It sells for one dollar. 

Let the Juniors make Christmas posters for the room. Rolls 
of crepe paper or paper napkins in Christmas designs can be se- 
cured at the five-and-ten-cent store. This will decorate cards on 
which attractive Christmas pictures—the magazines are filled with 
them at this season—may be used. Send these to the hospital to 
brighten the children’s Christmas there after your meeting. 

Red cardboard with pictures of the Wise Men, the shepherds, 
and the angels with the Christmas message—‘'Glory to God in the 
Highest’’—-printed around them can be made. 

One of the Madonna pictures in brown, with some holly added 
and an appropriate Scripture verse printed in red, makes an at- 
tractive poster. 

A missionary poster, with a Chris‘mas picture in the center, 
the Christmas message, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people,’ and pictures of people of other 
lands, which the Juniors themselves gather, those whom they would 
like to have hear the Christmas message, is fine. 

“Wreaths of Christmas Cheer’ can be made—posters wih a 
holly wreath in the center of which is some picture of one of our 
miss‘on fields or one of our institutions to which the Juniors wish 
to send Christmas cheer. 

Or a large card with a number of red bells may be made, each 
with a picture of folks for whom the Juniors also want the bells 
of Christmas to ring cheer. 

““A Wonderful Christmas Tree’? was made in one Junior League 
a poster with a Christmas tree drawn with green crayon. Differ- 
ent Juniors had Christmas emblems, bells, stars, etc., on each of 
which was a picture of one of our settlements, orphan homes, or 
institutions, and some of our missionaries, and as each Junior came 
forward and fastened one of these ornaments on ‘he tree, they told 
a few words about the work of each. Have your Juniors plan this 
and have a number take it to the December meeting of the Mis- 


sionary Society. H 
Hndwork Materials 


The First Christmas Cut-Out—Manger Scene $1.00 
Posters To Build—Christmas or Winter ..... 25 


Germany as they gather about their 


A New Chris'mas Pester To Build .......... 25 
Christ Child Posters To Paste, Cut and Color .50 
Molva Nicht ibaneli BOStens: tenets tiene iene are eels 50 
Christmas Story Hand Work Color Cards .. .15 
Wise Men Story Hand Work Color Cards .. .15 


The Little Leaguers 
Nothing quite equals the magic and the joy of our 
first few Christmases and the memory of the day comes 
back all through all our lives. Therefore, make special 
plans to make it a joyous time in Junior League. for 
the smallest ones. 


Material for the Little Leaguers 


A Program: “Tell Us, What Is Christmas?’’—35 cents 
Hymns: “‘Away in a Manger’’ 
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“Little Children, Can You Tell?” 

“Why Do Bells For Christmas Ring?” 
Everybody’s Brother—Tarrant 
Little Hands Outstretched To Bless—Tarrant 
Madonna of the Chair 

The Baby Jesus, from ‘I Wonder’’—Munkres 

The Little Lord Jesus—Chalmers-Entwistle 

The Song the Shepherds Heard—Chalmers-Entwistle 

The Star of the King—Chalmers- Entwistle 

Let the Little Leaguers make “surprise” gifts during December 
to take home and present at Christmas—pen wipers for father, blot- 
ters for mother, a knitted horse line for the baby, washcloths for 
grandma, etc. Urge the children to put love and thought into these 
‘gifts as they prepare them, as this is what counts and not the 
monetary worth of the gift. 

Decorations for a Christmas tree may be made by the Little 
Leaguers and a small tree decorated with these and sent to some 
children who otherwise might not have one. Chains of colored 
paper, gold and silver stars, red and green bells, pop-corn strings, 


all can be made. : 
Good Times 
A Christmas Party is fine if it is given for others 
and planned by the Juniors. Refreshments, games, gifts, 


there are the three essentials. 


The old-time games with a Christmas flavor please the children 
most. A Christmas tree to be decorated with stars, played like the 
old-time Donkey Party is a favorite. 

A large stocking of red tarletan or cheesecloth hung up and 
the Juniors filling it with popcorn at a distance of six feet is another 
easily-planned game. A “Jack Horner Christmas Pie,” a large pan 
with a brown paper crust, and the filling Christmas stories to be 
pulled out and read by the Juniors is fine. 

Tiny red stockings distributed and a peanut and candy hunt 
planned will please these little ones. 

And large red stockings passed out to be filled with popcorn 
and small gifts for the guests will be welcome. 

Red gelatin and tiny cakes with a red candle on each will make 
suitable refreshments. Use paper napkins in Christmasy designs. 

Have your Juniors invite a group of children who might other- 
wise not have any good time and plan for a Christmas Party for 
them using some of these suggestions. 


Pictures : 


Stories : 
Books: 


Sharing 


Lastly, and most important, do not let the Juniors miss the 
joy of sharing with others at Christmas. Christmas to be fully 
enjoyed, must be shared. 

Programs may be given in other departments of the Church 
School. The Juniors can sing as a Junior choir at one of the 
services. They may help in the Christmas program. They may go 
carolling. Shut-ins may be visited and a program given. Visits may 
be planned to the orphan home, old folks’ home, or hospital, where 
the Christmas message may be retold. 

Stockings of net or cheesecloth, stitched with green or red 
worsted yarn may be given out to be returned just before Christ- 
mas, filled with toys or candy and nuts and later sent to the hospital. 

The Juniors may plan a Community Christmas Tree in_the 
Church yard, or some available place in the neighborhood. Have 
the children ‘gather round the tree and sing Christmas carols. 

Ask the Juniors to have candles in their windows on Christmas 
Eve and to re-tell the Christmas story to someone. 

Perhaps they can go Christmas carolling, visiting the pastor, 
some sick and shut-ins, or some hospital or home. 

Stockings filled, doll s dressed, a box of toys sent to a hospital, 
orphan home or one of ei settlements, will bring much joy. 

The Juni or League may have a Christmas tree, bring gifts to 
place upon it for others, invite another group to share their good 
time, have a program of hymns, story-telling and pictures, and after- 
ward play games and d’stribute gifts. 

Sharing is the best way of keeping! 


No, you cannot do all of these things! Do not try 
to. But select what your Juniors can do. Share Christ- 
mas, 

HONOR ROLL 

One of our most efficient groups of Little Leaguers 
was inadvertently omitted from the Honor Roll listed 
in the past two issues of the Review. This is Trinity, 
Ephrata, Pa., one of our largest groups, which has been 
doing exceptionally fine work year by year. We are 
happy to report them as a Gold Star group and to add 
their name to the list, as we award them their Certificate. 

Likewise, a Junior group was omitted—under the 
direction of a leader who has been engaged in the work 
for over thirty years—the Junior League of Grace, But- 
ler, Pa. This League is consistently and effectively carry- 
ing on our Twelve Point Program, and every year has 
reached all points. We gladly award them their Gold 
Star Certificate also. 

We regret these omissions and are happy to give 
them special mention for the work they have accom- 
plished. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


With the end of the year your Junior Secretary 
closes her work with the Luther League, after fourteen 
years as Junior Secretary. To the host of Junior workers 
who have so loyally cooperated and supported the work 
during these years she expresses her deepest apprecia- 


tion and thanks. Sincerely 


Literature Announcement 


Order your Material for 


ile Children of the Church 
Now ! 


Materials available December 5, for 
The Children of the Church: 


TESSES 
Beginners: (4 and 5 years old) 


Leaders’ Text Book—‘‘We Are The Children 
of the Church’—Keyser 


64 pages 51%4"x814”, material for 10 
sessions. 


Children’s Work Sheet—10 to set—1 for each 
session—l page, each 8%” x11”. 


Primary: (6, 7 and 8 years) 


Leader’s Text Book— 
Church’—Athy 


64 pages, 54%” x 8%", material for 10 
sessions. : 


Children’s: Work Sheet—10 to set—1l for each 
session—l page each, 8%” x11”. 


Junior: (9, 10, 11 years) 


Leader’s Text Book—‘We Want To Know” 


‘Helping In Our 


—Locker 
64 pages, 51%4” x 8%”, material for 10 
sessions. 


Children’s Work Sheet—10 to set—1 for each 
session—l page each, 8%” x11”. 


The price of this literature can be secured by 
writing to the United Lutheran Publication House. 


Send orders to 
United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Supplementary Packet 


Packet of Supplementary Material—Leaflets, etc. 
—Free (for promotion and to enrich sessions.) 


Order from office of 
The Children of the Church 
713 Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Financial Report 


Now is the time to come to the aid of the Luther 


League of America. 


One month to go to balance 1938 accounts. 


Has your State or Synodical League reached the 
quota? Will you be on the Honor Roll this year? 


DUES REPORT 
October 29, 1938 


Senior 
Billed Paid 

Northern California ..... + $32.00 $8.00 
Southern California ...... 85.75 64.33 
8—Columbia District .... 26.75 26.75 
10—Connecticut ......... 48.25 48.25 
Jom NOTIAA | clerasciestateleisie sve 22.50 22.50 
Georgia-Alabama_ .......- 86.00 64.50 
DUNGIS” C.). « oleaeaneeGn antares 230.75 120.00 
Emdicina) sisi oletcvete atelotetatsaleha 91.75 50.00 
B— Towa, vie siesiciersisivineiclers 71.00 71.00 
Wansas, sye.csplelelereisiiainelctele 99.00 49.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 41.25 20.62 
J—Maryland «4. ..0cssenes 314.75 314.75 
4—Michigan .......+0005 48.00 56.75 
12—Midwest ..cane0cscewe 59.00 59.00 
Minnesota ..ccccccevercee 70.40 53.10 
Mississippi ...0-csecsc ces 11.00 5.00 
INebiaskas Wien wieececm sac. e 69.25 51.93 
6—New Jersey .......... 108.75 114.90 
New York. secrete nssieice 485.00 363.75 
iINorth: Carolinaweaases «rs/elers $51.50 413.64 
O)sito  soeadarnocos oo oDogs 331.25 276.00 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 31.25 B1e25) 
Pennsylvania sw. c.2ssec+ss 2,142.00 1,785.00 
2—Rocky Mountain ..... 20.00 20.00 
11—South Carolina ...... 362.00 362.00 
EREXAS IH Fe velele iste oie letejetel™ als/ete 87.50 65.64 
Warping <ecste esis ore tncle cae 373.75 280.32 
9—West Virginia ........ 58.50 58.50 
13—Wisconsin ..........- 49.50 49.50 
First, Winnipeg .......-. 3.75 
(CANECEY “ono nneneop sanded 100.15 

$6,008.40 $5,010.38 


Intermediate 
Billed Paid 
5.00 3.75 
10.40 10.40 
3.80 3.80 
12.60 9.45 
35.00 25.00 

9.20 

17.80 17.80 
9.50 4.75 
4.20 2.10 
45.50 45.50 
6.90 10.10 
12.50 4.53 
7.80 5.85 
20.10 20.10 
116.30 87.24 
61.90 46.44 
26.50 22.10 
4.50 4.50 
200.80 200.80 
.80 80 
30.60 30.60 
7.70 7.70 
19.40 14.55 
4.00 4.00 
11.80 11.80 
$684.60 $593.66 


KONNAROCK MEDICAL CENTER 
October 29, 1938 


League Quota 
Northern California ..... $50.00 
Southern California ...... 148.00 
Columbia District ........ 67.00 
10—Connecticut? .i50....- 84.00 
1—Florida  .......++-+8- 39.00 
Georgia-Alabama ........- 137.00 
A4—Illindig ..ccceeeceees 398.00 
LiGlhet Gad ooupoudodTCeod 134.00 
MO Wan Poverere «celeielsleisieur's's'e/e)nie 132.00 
ca iSa Sims MBeleveterecelaisteceyelelislots 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 
7—Maryland ........++0- 511.00 
2—Michigan .......+-++- 60.00 
INIT WESE steele. « cleveleretersicreists's 113.00 
9—Minnesota ......++.+-- 120.00 
EROS Ganocdooudodud 22.00 
Nebraska wieicicits cluisicleuyooss 217.00 
5—New Jersey .....-+-5- 221.00 
New: York “i).cccsccecs es 835.00 
North Caroling a ejetere.s leletere 961.00 
B—Ohio. oc cece reese 559.00 
6—Pacific Northwest .... 50.00 
Pennsylvania .....ceeceee 4,053.00 
3—Rocky Mountain ...... 35.00 
South Carolina ......+... 729.00 
PREKAGH Patarnecote siaiecere.eleis/eisisle 95.00 
Viaiwiniamecirers cletcinctelintaciee 639.00 
West Virginia .........06 140.00 
WASCONSION « misincisle sraciets ets 89.00 
Intermediate Rally (Spg.) 
ae Rally (€Spz.) ses <1 
irst, Winnipeg: .....+.-- 
First’ English, Spillings 


GWanada were cele ocsicis'elsls ee vie 


$10,921.00 


$6,818.51 


Inter, 
$10.00 
6.00 


28.38 
12.71 


1.00 
10.00 


43.00 
5.90 


$556.31 


Junior 


8.35 


$460.21 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to October 31, 1938 


Alumni 
L Q Wee Gift 
eague uota ‘ai Sust. 4 i 
Northern California $25.00 os Core Mee 


Southern California 60.00 $33.00 $15.00 $13.00 $5.00 


Columbia District . 20.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Connecticut ...... 35.00 17.00 15.00 2.00 
Blorida’\ijvies saan s 20.00 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 60.00 52.00 35.00 7.00 10.00 
UMNO) Mase ient sce 155.00 17.00 7.00 10.00 
Endiana:) iis sivcw scree 65.00 33.00 15.00 13.00 5.00 
OW Aamir eteisternstehrnte 50.00 18.30 5.00 6.00 7.30 
Kansage ences 5 70.00 12.00 10.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
2—Maryland 215.00 229.00 170.00 39.00 20.00 
Michigan E 35.00 32.00 27.00 5.00 
Midwest 40.00 
Minnesota 50.00 15.00 12.00 3.00 
Mississippi 10.00 5.00 5.00 
Nebraska 55.00 15.00 15.00 
1—New Jersey ... 75.00 139.00 75.00 49.00 15.00 
4—New York .... 325.00 335.00 165.00 75.00 95.00 
North Carolina .... 370.00 160.25 100.00 20.00 40.25 
ORION: meclets-taeere 225.00 74.00 50.00 9.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest . 25.00 23.50 5.00 8.50 10.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,435.00 1,174.50 521.50 258.00 395.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 15.00 
3—South Carolina. 245.00 250.00 180.00 40.00 30.00 
NUS EASE ontarce 00606 60.00 48.38 25.00 13.38 10.00 
Virginia 5 GOR OOCH OE 250.00 206.05 110.40 59.00 36.65 
West Virginia .... 40.00 10.00 10.00 
Wisconsia ta.)A4<c 35.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Canada Rriesa aces 14.00 10.00 4.00 


$2,930.98 $1,585.90 $635.88 $709.20 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


October, 1938 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 17 
Hollywood Luther League, Hollywood 
First Luther League, Glendale 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 2 
Clifford Henderson 
Redeemer Luther League, Portland 
CONNECTICUT, total 5 
FLORIDA, total 1 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 15 
Miss Mildred. Gartelmann, by Ascension Intermediate Luther 
League, Savannah 
ILLINOIS, total 9 
Miss Dorothy F. Vick 
INDIANA, total 15 


IOWA, total 8 

Marion Anderson 
KANSAS, total 4 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 72 

Charles Scharf 

Miss Kathryn Fritch 

Miss Inga a Olson 

Thurmont Senior Luther League, Thurmont 

Miss Anna B. Skar 

Miss Mary Loenberger 

Miss Kathryn Schickler 

Miss Minnie Schickler 

Miss Clara Schickler 

Fred Schickler 

Miss Dorothy Luckett 

Gilbert Major 

Mr. and eck Austin Howard 


Dr. Paul A. Weidley 
MICHIGAN, total 5 
The Executive Committee of the Luther League of the 
Michigan Synod 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA, total 5 
MISSISSIPPI, total 5 
NEBRASKA, total 3 
NEW JERSEY, total 67 
Miss Mildred F. Hough 
Redeemer Tnternedinte’ Luther League, Jersey City 
St. John’s Senior Luther League, Passaic 
NEW YORK, total 118 
Mrs. Mildred E. Doran 
Henry May 
Miss Mate MacDonald 
Dr. Wm. F. Sunday 
Miss Virginia Blanckmeister 
John Kruer 
Edward A. Kalb 
Resurrection Senior Luther League, St. Albans 
Mohawk Valley District Luther League 
Holy Trinity Intermediate Luther League, New York City 
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Holy Trinity Senior Luther League, New York City 
St. John’s Luther League, Albany, by the Luther League of 
New York State. 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 46 
Miss Lena Brown, by Northern District Luther League 


OHIO, total 23 
Miss Elizabeth Renz 
Mr. Mellinger 
Miss Elizabeth Roemer 
Erle C. Greiner, Memorialized by St. John’s Luther League, 
Zanesville 
First Luther League, Dayton, by Southern Conference of the 
Luther League of Ohio 
Miss Ruth I. Simon 
Andrew Dropko 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 6 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 414 

Mrs. C. L. Stauffer 

John Naylor 

St. Paul’s Senior Luther League, Summit Hill 

St. James Luther League, Jewett 

Miss Edna Krug 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. Miller, Memorialized by 
Mrs. Walter B. McKinney, Norristown, R. 5 

Miss Martha F. Mitstifer 

Rev. Paul W. DeLauter, by Messiah Luther League, 
Mifflintown 

Mrs. Thelma Birch, by Philadelphia Friends of the Luther 
League , 

Rev. Chester S. Simonton, D.D. 

Miss Mary R. Miller 

Miss Mildred Robin 

Kenneth Heiser 

Morton Zulick 

Miss Anna M. Lyter 

Grace Senior Luther League, N. S. Pittsburgh 

Miss Mildred Frankenfield 

Harry Hodges, by Friends of the Philadelphia District Luther 
League 

Milton I. Peck, by Alsace Senior Luther League, Reading 

Master Robert John Menges 

St. Matthew’s Luther League, Bethlehem 

Mrs. W. E. Waybright, by St. James Luther League, 
Chanceford 

Dr. John H. Sherger 

George K. Keet, Jr. 

SOUTH CAROLINA, total 71 
Central District Luther League 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
TEXAS, total 20 


VIRGINIA, total 82 
Dr. Hugh Rhyne 
A Friend 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 2 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 6 


‘La Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 

As in His Heaven 


— Whittier 


Iemorialized in Sustaining JéCembership Fund 


Mr. Erle C. Greiner 
Memor’alized by St. John’s Luther League, Zanesville, Ohio 


Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. Miller 
Memorialized by Mrs. Walter B. McKinney, Norristown, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Our Member from Canada 


JOHN H. LAUMAN 


Attended Waterloo College 
President, Senior Luther League, Waterloo, 1926-29 


Treasurer and Vice-President, Luther League of Canada, 
1927-30 


Premier, 10th Ontario Older Boys’ Parliament, 1930-31 
President, Luther League of Canada, 1932-38 
Executive Member, Luther League of America, 1935— 


Superintendent, St. John’s Sunday School, Waterloo, 
1936— 


Purchasing Agent, Kaufman Rubber Company, 
Kitchener, Ont. 


BETWEEN THE BOOK ENDS 

“Unflinching,” by Edgar Christian, Funk & Wag- 
nall—$1.50. 

This is a diary of tragic adventure written by a 
youth, Edgar Christian. He died within a day or two of 
his 19th birthday, alone in a hut on the Thelon River in 
the Northwest Territory of Canada. He was the last 
and youngest survivor of an expedition party of three 
Englishmen who set out in 1926 to winter in the Thelon 
Game Sanctuary and explore a new route from Great 
Slave Lake to Chesterfield Inlet on Hudson Bay. Noth- 
ing was heard of them until in July 1929, a patrol of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police found and buried the 
bodies and investigated the contents of their hut. A 
piece of paper almost illegible, was found on the stove 
in the hut, directing them to look inside the stove where 
Edgar’s diary, with some other papers, were found. 
Little would ever have been known of their sufferings, 
bravery and death from starvation but for Edgar’s diary. 

It is a realistic story of great courage and simple 
heroism in the most elemental of all struggles—that be- 
tween man and nature. The reader will find this a most © 
gripping story. 

GEORGIA M. BUSHMAN 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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NEWS=CONVENTIONS=ACTIVITIES 


MICHIGAN 


Fourth Annual Convention of the Luther 
League of the Michigan Synod 


The Fourth Annual Convention of the 
(Luther League of the Michigan Synod was 
held September 3, 4, 5, at Waldenwoods, 
near Hartland, Michigan. The theme for 
the Convention was “Youth Today Finding 
the Way.” This was divided up into two 
parts, “Seek and Find,” and ‘‘Go and Tell.” 
On Saturday evening an informal get-to- 
gether and get-acquainted hour was enjoyed 
by a large number of Luther Leaguers who 
arrived during the late afternoon and even- 
ing. The convention was formally opened 
Sunday merning with a Sunrise Service at 
6:45 A. M., with the service of Holy Com- 
munion. Rev. William Makely, assistant 
pastor at Communi'y Center, in Detroit, was 
the liturgist and Rev. Calvin Stickles, Presi- 
dent of the Michigan Synod, gave the sermon 
on the subject, ‘“‘Which Way?’ He b ought 
out the two ways of life which we can travel. 
the broad way or the narrow way. He ad- 
vocated that more Christian young people 
stick to the narrow way although it 1s 
a much harder way to travel, the way which leads to eternal life. 
After the break‘ast hour Rev. William Makely had charge of the 
Bible Study Hour. Following this M’ss Brenda Mehlhouse, Jun‘or 
Secretary of the Luther League of America, gave a report on the 
Luther League work in America. She emphasized very strongly that 
the Luther League Headquarters is there for our use and that the 
secretaries aie there for us to get help from. The officers and secre- 
taries of the Luther League of America now have new and more 
spacious offices which are located at 405 Muhlenberg Building in- 
stead of 806 Muhlenberg Building as they were before. Miss Mehl- 
house also told about the change which is to be made in our 
unior Luther Leagues. ‘They are being banded together with the 

ight Brigade under the name of ‘Children of the Church.” This 
does not, however, take effect until January 1, 1939, and until that 
time we are still working with the Junior Luther League. The Sun- 
day Afternoon devotions were led by Rev. John Schmidt, the Con- 
vention Chaplain. Following the devotions the Intermediate Bible 
Quiz was held for the Intermediates. The Intermediate Secretary, 
Dorothy Ahlgren, was in charge of the Quiz and Miss Brenda Mehl- 
house and Rev. William Makely were the judges. There were five 
contestants and when the Quiz was finished there were four winners: 
Lorraine Colbeth of Pontiac; Betty Gatzke of St. Paul’s, Detroit; 
Mary Belle Luther of Three Rivers; and Dorothy Thorpe of Refor- 
‘mation, Detroit. The cup which was to be given to the winning 
League will have the names of each of the winning Leagues en- 
graved on it and each League will have the cup for three months 
of the coming year. 


The Sunday evening Vesper Service was in charge of Rev. 
‘Ewald Berger, of Pontiac. Mr. Melvin Anderson of Grand Rapids, 
‘gave the address on “Seek and Find.” He stressed the fact that if 
we seek in the right p'aces, we will find eternal life. After the 
Vespers the Leaguers divided up into discussion groups with 
leaders as follows: Programs and Education, Rev. Yoder; Parties 
and Socials, Lucile Turnquist; Finances, Cleon Wellington and 
Lorna March; Executive Officers, Alfred Wagner. Later a bonfire 
was built on top of a hill and all the Leaguers gathered around 
it to sing. The Monday morning devotions were led by the Con- 
vention Chaplain after which Miss Mehlhouse spoke about the work 
of our Junior Luther Leaguers and encouraged more of us to start 
training our Juniors for Luther League work. She brought out 
the fact at this time that the Juniors are the most important of all 
Leaguers and it is at this time in their lives that their training 
should begin to make them Christian young men and women. Let 
us all take a little time to look around and see what we are do- 
ing for our Juniors. 


The business meeting was then called to order. From the presi- 
dent’s report we have the following recommendations: That we 
double our efforts to promote the work of the Luther League. That 
we meet our obligations to the Sustaining Membership Fund. That 
we make a special effort to attend the National Convention at 
Long Beach, California. That we continue the fine cooperation _be- 
tween the state and local officers during the coming year. That 
a rising vote of thanks be given those who made the convention 
a success. 


The various officers’ and secretaries’ reports were read. The 
Missionary Secretary reported that more than $135.00 has been paid 
on the Konnarock Objective which is more than double our quota. 
The Sustaining Membership Secretary reported that $25.00 has been 
paid into the Sustaining Membership Fund but that our quota for 
the year is $35.00. He felt, however, that this would be met by 
the end of the year. The Junior Secretary reported that $7.00 has 
been paid of the $20.00 for the Junior Objective which is an am- 
ulance for Konnarock. Five new Leagues were accepted into 
the Sta'e Organization. They are: the Senior League of Ascension, 
Pontiac; Senior League of Augsburg, Detroit; Intermediate League 
of Trinity, Grand Rapids; Senior League of Resurrection, Detroit; 
and Senior League of Olivet, Detroit. Messiah, Constantine, Senior 
League was reinstated into the Synodical League. Greetings were 
receivel from Luther Leaguers in Illinois, Oh'o, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, New York and New Jersey. The credential committee 
reported that 16 Luther Leagues were represented at the convention 
with a total of 106 full-time registrations, 4 special guests and 9 
pastors. Including the part-time visitors there was an average at- 
tendance of 120 at the convention. 


You should have been at Waldenwoods at the Michigan State League Convention 


The following officers were elected: President, Alfred Wagner, 
Ann Arbor; Vice-President, Cleon Wellington, Three Rivers; Re- 
cording Secretary, Mary Finnig, Battle Creek; Corresponding See- 
re ary, Dorothy Ahlgren, Hope, Detroit; Treasurer, Lorna March, 
Bethel, Detroit; Pastor, Member-at-Large, Rev. Ewald Berger, 
Pontiac. The following secretaries were appointed by the executive 
committee: Education, Rober Stratton, Reformation, Detroit; Mis- 
sionary, Janet Williams, Battle Creek; Life Service, Jane Gunder- 
man, Flint; Intermediate, Evelyn Pyle, Kalamazoo; Junior, Edna 
Holke, Bethel, Detroit; Sustaining Membership, Harold Sundberg, 
Battle Creek. 

The afternoon devotions were again led by the Convention 
Chaplain. Following the devotions the main address of the Con- 
vention was given by Dr. Grover E. Swoyer, D.D., of Mansfield, 
Ohio, on “Go and Tell.”” Dr. Swoyer had many interesting points 
which he brought out in h’s address. Why do we go to Church? 
We go to Church to Jearn the will of God and to receive power to 
do that will. When we see how much love a dog has for his master, 
does it make us wonder how much more love God has for us_ even 
though we are sinful. “Go and Tell’ is the command that Christ 
gave us and although we cannot all go to foreign fields to be mis- 
sionaries we can each of us “Go and Tell’ in our own way wher- 
ever we are doing the will of God. After the supper hour the 
officers were installed by Rev. Frank Madsen of Luther. Memorial, 
Detroit. During the recreation periods Luther Leaguers enjoyed swim- 
ming, boating, ball-playing, tennis and the Ping Pong tournament 
was in progress. Harold Leppien of Saginaw, took the cup home 
after winning the final match from Hulda Eckberg of Grand Rapids. 
Don Bautz of Buflalo, New York, Vice-President of the New 
York State Luther League, was present at the convention, bring- 
ing greetings personally from Luther Leaguers of New York. He 
extended an invitation to all Leaguers to come to their convention at 
Niagara Falls, Decoration Day weekend in 1939. 

EVELYN PYLE 


NEW YORK—Brocklyn District 


If any Luther Leaguer from the United States plans to visit 
the 1939 World’s Fair, we would be pleased to hear from them. We 
can advise the visitor of a gocd place to stop at and help out with 
the other incidentals connected with a stay in the “Big City.” Our 
League doors will be thrown wide open to fellow Leaguers_and a 
visit would be ideal in preserving the National Luther League 
fellowship we feel. If you care to hear more on the “Welcome,” 
we ask you to write to Henry J. Krooss, 416 Seventh Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Brooklyn is not far from the “Fair Grounds” and 
we will be on the lookout for you. 

Our fall program will go forward as planned with a District 
Executive meeting once each month; a Workers’ Conference for 
Local and District Officers and Secretaries; and a Fall Rally. We 
are planning for the Third Annual New York State Unity Dinner, 
to be held on Tuesday, November 22, 1938. One special officers’ 
meeting was held where plans were carefully made and our motto, 
“Of the Church, By the Church, For the Church,” will be our 
guiding spirit in the fall program. 

Enough said. We will be up and doing for Brooklyn District. 


HENRY J. KROOSS 
Leadership School at Peconic, Long Island 


The eleventh annual Luther League Leadership School of the 
metroplitan area of New York and Connecticut, held at Pinecrest 
Dunes Camp, Peconic, Long Is!and, attracted the largest number 
of Young People that have ever attended the school. 124 were 
registered in the school, either for the full eight day period, or for 
the week-end period. Rev. Luther F. Gerhart, Pas or of Christ 
Lutheran Church, in Little Neck, Long Island, directed the school, 
and included in the faculty for the period were: Dr. J. F. Seebach, 
of Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Russel Stine. of Muhlenberg College, 
Allentown, Pa.; Dr. A. Hering, Executive Secretary of the Lu- 
theran Welfare Council of New York City; Mrs. M. Hammer, of 
Meriden, Conn., Miss R. Coombs, of Rockville Center, L. I.; Dr, 
David Jaxheimer, of Freeport, L. I., President_of the Long Island 
Conference of the Synod of New York; Rev. Dorr Crounse. of As- 
cension Church, Franklin Square, L. I.; Mrs. Genz, Family Case 
Worker with the Inner Miszion Society of New York City; Mr 
Lawrence Rasmussen, Choir Director of Epiphany Church in Hemp 
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stead, L. I.; and Miss Brosius, a 
Medical Missionary from _ India. 
The Luther League Leader- 
ship School has always emphasized 
the Leadership Training feature of 
the program, and at the end of 
two periods, credit cards were 1s- 
sued to 119 Young People, signi- 
fying their interest for further work 
in the Church. Evening sessions 
included a musical evening, “Stunt 
Nite,” a ‘“Cabin-naming  Cere- 
mony,’’ an evening of folk dances, 
several beach suppers, concluding 
with a most impressive candle- 
lighting service, at which time 
every camper set forth upon the 
water of the lake, his or her can- 
dle, symbolical of their ‘‘light’ to 
shine upon the darkened world. 
On Sunday morning the en- 
tire school worshipped with the 
congregation of St. Peter’s Church 
Greenport, Rev. C. Bueterer, past- 
or, and filled the room to_over- 
flowing. A well stocked library 
and literature rack was available 
at all times, and every person en- 
rolling for a course, purchased 
the text book prescribed for the 
course, so that reference can be 
made to it throughout the year. 
The school concluded with a 
Banquet and with many regrets, 
the entire group left the beatuiful 
site of Pinecrest Dunes, resolved 
to come again next year. 
E. F. SCHWABE 


MARYLAND 
Executive Committee Meeting 


The Executive Committee of the Luther League of the Mary- 
land Synod held its first meeting of the new League year in Cum- 
berland, Saturday evening, October 15. William Frederick “‘Bud”’ 
Schmitt, newly-elected President, conducted the meeting. 

Edna Werner, present Intermediate Secretary, reported that the 
16-Point Program would in the future cover the period June 30 to 
June 30, to correspond with the regular date year, and also men- 
tioned that her department’s specific objectives will be personal 
development and helping other members in the League to become 
Christian. 

Frances Ahalt, Junior Secretary, reminded the Committee that 
the last Sunday in December will mark the close of the Junior 
Department, members of this department to be included in the 
“Children of the Church” program. ‘Children of the Church’? was 
explained by several Committee members. With the closing of the 
Junior Department, Miss Ahalt will become Intermediate Secretary. 

Inasmuch as the Luther League President will be one of those 
who select the person to take charge of the “Children of the 
Church” program, the Committee was asked for suggestions in this 
respect. Mrs. Martha Goedecke, of Baltimore, was decided upon 
for our ‘candidate,’ with Edna Werner a possible second choice. 

Life Service Secretary Sarah Leiter reported that she had 
worked out definite programs for each League to follow, and_ asked 
that members of the Executive Committee see that Life Service 
is given attention in their respective Local Leagues. 

In the absence of Publicity Secretary Richard Ackler, the 
President mentioned that there would be at least four issues of the 
League paper this year. 

District Presidents Eleanor Goedecke, John Bittenbender, Arthur 
Johnson, and Charles Scharf for the absent Mountain District Presi- 
dent, repdrted on their immediate District plans. 

Arthur Johnson, President of Western District, announced two 
new Leagues organized in that District, namely: Boonesboro and 
Keetysville. 

The Committee discussed at length the question of a convention 
site for next year. Several possible locations were mentioned, and 
a committee composed of J. Harold Hooper, Arthur Johnson, and 
Beard Miller, was appointed to investigate these possibilities and 
report at our next meeting. 

President Schmitt opened the subject of State Luther League 
activity between October, when the State Workers Conference is 
held, and the latter part of June, which is the time of the next 
State get-together. Various suggestions were offered along this 
line. A committee consisting of the five District Presidents, John 
Bittenbender, Chairman, was appointed to investigate the possibili- 
ties of a State meeting during the period mentioned, and to prepare 
a tentative program for such meeting. 

The Committee decided (motion by J. Harold Hooper) to ap- 
point immediately a program committee for our next convention. 
The committee appointed included Sarah Lieter, Chairman, J. Harold 
Hooper, Beard Miller, James Taylor. 

The next Executive Committee meeting will be held Sunday, 
January 15, in Frederick. 


Workers’ Conference 


The annual Workers’ Conference of the Luther League of the 
Synod of Maryland was held at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Cumberland, Sunday afternoon, October 16, 1938. 

The program was in charge of James Taylor, Vice-President of 
the Luther League of Maryland Synod. 

Devotions were conducted by Rev. E. P. Heinze, of St. John’s 
Church, Cumberland. A choir from the host Church sang, and a 
flute duet was played by two girls. : 

Principal speaker for the afternoon was Alvin H. Schaediger, 
First Vice-President of the Luther League of America, who gave 
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a thorough presentation of facts concerning the National League, 
and included in his talk many inspiring ideas for improvement of 
Local Leagues. 

Discussion groups were led by William Frederick Schmitt, Presi- 
dent of the Luther League of the Maryland Synod, James Taylor, 
Eleanor Goedeke, L. Bear Miller, Helen Mercer, Richard Ackler, 
Sarah Le.ter, Frances Ahalt and Edna Werner. 

Following the discussion period, Mr. Schaediger answered ques- 
tions that had arisen during this period. 

At 5:00 P. M. the host League served a Fellowship Supper 
to the group, which numbered approximately 130. Miss Elizabeth 
Hunter, of Frostburg, sang two sporano solos. Rev. Walter Simon, 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Frostburg, spoke on the subject, 
“Partners with God.” 

Local arrangements for the Workers’ Conference were in charge 
of Miss Rita Shannon of St. John’s Luther League. 


NEW JERSEY 


New Jersey held its 43rd Annual State Convention at Audubon, 
September 3rd to Sth. The opening Communion Service was held 
on Saturday evening. Rev. Nathan R. Melhorn, D.D., Litt.D., of 
Philadelphia, gave an excellent sermon on ‘‘I Am the Way.” Fol- 
lowing this a reception was tendered the delegates by the host 
Church. On Sunday morning, Convention Bible School was con- 
ducted by» Rev. Donald F. Irvin. Rev. Paul C. White, Ph.D., 
preached a fine sermon, ‘I Am the Truth,’ at the morning Worship 
Service. Then followed the Sunday dinner at which we had the 
honor of having Mr. Alvin Schaediger, First Vice-President of the 
Luther League of America, present the Konnarock Mission Project. 
In the afternoon we had a grand social event—a tour of Phila- 
delphia—about two hundred Luther Leaguers in forty cars. At 6 
o’clock a box lunch supper was held on the lawn of the Lutheran 
Orphans’ Home and Home for the Aged. Then followed Vespers 
in the grove of the Philadelphia Theological Seminary, at Mt. Airy. 
Rey. M. R. Hamsher, D.D., of Harrisburg, Pa., President of the 
Vegetal Pennsylvania Synod, gave an inspiring address, “I Am the 

ife. 

On Monday morning meditations were conducted by the Chap- 
lain, Rev. Webster K. Reinert. This was followed by the Conven- 
tion Business Session. Our ever faithful president, "Gene Kelchner, 
congratulated the State Leagues on the honor of being the first in 
the nation to go over the top in paying their Sustaining Membership 
Fund, and on meeting their quotas in National dues, and the Kon- 
narock Medical Project. Five new Leagues were accepted into the 
State League. 

The newly-elected State officers are as follows: President, Mr. 
Eugene H. Kelchner; Vice-President, Mr. Nicholas Friday; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Miss Carolyn Zaeh; Recording Secretary, 
Miss Ella Kaack; Treasurer, Mr. George Cooper. 

There are five young men preparing for the Christian ministry 
in New Jersey’s group of Leaguers. 

In the evening a nautical banquet was held. The jovial skipper, 
Rey. R. J. Wolf, Intermediate Secretary of the Luther League of 
America, was the toastmaster, and pilot on ““A New Year’s Cruise.” 
Then followed the farewell service with a message by Rev. August 
Pohlman, D.D., M.D., “No Man Cometh Unto the Father But 
By Me.” This was followed by a candlelight installation. All in 
all, one of the greatest of State Conventions, as testified by yours 
truly, attendant at the iast thirteen conventions. 

An Unveiling Service of a Memorial Tablet to Mr. Francis 
Louis Van Gilluwe, organizer of the Luther League of New Jersey, 
on September 2, 1895, was held in the Church on the Atonement, at 
Asbury Park on September 25, 1937, at 7:30 P. M. Representa- 
tives from all over the State attended. Rev. A. H. Holthusen, D.D., 
delivered the sermon and Mr. Eugene Kelchner presented the tablet 
to the congregation. It was accepted by the pastor of the Church, 
Rey. Carl Miller. This was a very inspirational service. 
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Hudson River District has elected a fine group of officers: 
President, Harold Haas; Vice-President, Mr. Herman Meiburg; 
Treasurer, Miss Erma Schaefer; Recording Secretary, Miss Jeanette 
Millet; and Corresponding Secretary, Miss Helen Dorkoff. Presi- 
dent Haas, has planned on extension work to insure a greater Hud- 
son River District. At the District Rally on October 17, Mr. 
Eugene Kelchner installed the new officers. Mr. George Dietrich 
delivered the address, ‘‘Christ All the Way.” This District has the 
honor of having the banner League of the State, Church of Our 
Saviour. A Reformation Rally Service has been arranged for 
November. 

Central District had a fall Rally on Monday, October 11, at 
Grace Lutheran Church, Perth Amboy. Rev. A. H. Holthusen, of 
New Brunswick, presented an_ illustrated lecture. Mr. Kelchner 
gave a brief address. A contribution of $5.00 was made to the 
Wagner Scholarship Fund. One thing that is being stressed is the 
Inter-League Meetings. The annual election of officers will take 
place on January 16, in a new Church edifice—St. Paul’s of Linden. 

Bergen District is all set for a greater year under the fine 
leadership of Mr. George Handzo. A Reformation Service will be 
held in November. 

_Trenton District held a Reformation Rally on October 27. Mr. 
Alvin Schaediger was the speaker. 

Shore District is all set to go actively in State work with a 
group of officers who will make the other Districts “sit up and take 
notice.” 

__ Southern District held their September Rally in Williamstown, 
with Miss A. Constance Strandowitz, President, presiding, and a 
large group attending. Attendance banners were won by two new 
Leagues in the State, Holy Trinity, Runnemede, and Zion, Egg 
Harbor. October found Southern meeting in Our Saviour Church, 
Haddonfield, with Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, Junior Secretary of the 
Luther League of America as the speaker. November finds Southern 
meeting in Trinity Church, North Woodbury, with Mr. Alvin 
Schaediger as the speaker at a Reformation Rally. Southern Dis- 
trict is one of the best organized Districts in the State. 

Newark District will hold a Reformation Rally on Monday, 
November 7, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Newark. Mr. Eugene 
Kelchner will give an illustrated talk on the Reformation. A great 
effort will be made this year by Newark District officers to line up 
all the Lutheran Churches in Newark District in State work. 

The Executive Committee of the Luther League of New Jersey 
extends to all a wish for a ‘“‘Very Merry Christmas” and a “Bright 
and Prosperous New Year.” May the year be filled with joys 
untold, and the League work prosper for all. 


ARTHUR W. BONNET 
State Publicity Secretary 


Hudson River District 


_ Hudson River District returned from the Audubon Convention 
inspired and a little wiser in Luther League Work. 

The_ District was honored by two of its members who were 
elected State Officers. Vhey are Carolyn Zaeh, Recording Secretary, 
and George Cooper, Treasurer. 

At the District meeting on October 17, the newly-elected officers 
were installed. The following were declared to their respective 
offices: President, Harold Haas; Vice-President, Herman Beiburg; 
Secretary, Helen Dorkoff. 

President Harold Haas and Alfred Beck returned from Europe 
where they were studying. Alfred Beck enters Mount Airy to study 
for the ministry. 

New Jersey has reached its quotas in State Dues, Sustaining 
Membership Fund, and the Konnarock Medical Center Project. 
Therefore, the District can concentrate upon the Long Beach Con- 
vention Drive. This drive is to raise money to send a delegate from 
New Jersey to the Long Beach Convention. 

The other objective this year is taken from Rev. Wolf’s “The 
Intermediate Secretary to Promote Intermediate Work in Our 
State.” On October 12, the Hudson River District Intermediate 
Luther League met at Good Shepherd Church in Weehawken. There 
were 135 active Intermediates present. Installation of officers took 
place: President, George Burr; Vice-President, Jack Merkle; Treas- 
urer, George Tamke; Secretary, Eunice Berger; Members-at-Large, 
Lelen Hois and Gloria Weil. 

This proves that Rev. Wolf’s pep talk certainly was a success. 


' Well, that seems to be all from Hudson River District. More 
ater. 
HARRY BOEHNLEIN, Publicity Secretary 
PENNSYLVANIA 
In the Field of League Activity 
Autumn! And with it comes the new season of plans and 


programs to fill the Leaguers with enthusiasm and zeal for greater 
effort in Luther League work. Three full sessions of League busi- 
ness best describes the annual President's Conference held at Harris- 
burg, September 17 and 18. This Conference is called specially for 
District Presidents; we can report 100% representation of our 18 
Districts, together with the members of the State Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Departmental Conferences were held in the Eastern and Western 
section of the State for District Secretaries. The Western group 
met in Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Bellevue, the eastern group 
convened at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Reading. The Confer- 
ences were held Oc‘ober 8 and 22, respectively, and included dis- 
cussion groups in Education, Missions, Life Service, Intermediate, 
Junior, Publicity, Sustaining Membership and Extension. ‘‘Ken” 
Dry, First Vice-President, was in charge of arrangements and was 
kept busy watching four teams playing football at one and the same 
time. Rivalry was keen both at the discussion group periods and 
during the Information Quiz held at the evening session in place 
of the usual “Findings’’ session. 

Extension—1n line with the ‘“‘Forward Movement” Program of 
the Luther League, Harrisburg District has set up its Extension 
Campaign and is “rarin’ to go.” The District has been divided into 
six sections, with each section having a squadron of workers made 
up of Presidents of Local Leagues with the squadron captain a 
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member of the District Executive Committee. Two special features 
of the campaign are “Exchange Night,’’ which will be observed 
January 8, 1939, with guest speakers at the various Leagues, these 
speakers to be members of Local Leagues; and the visitation of a 
League with another League at least once during the campaign. 
The campaign began October Ist and will continue until December 
31st, and is conducted on a competitive basis—the winning team 
will be the guests of the losing team at a dinner sometime in the 
New Year. For more complete details write George K. Keet, Jr., 
268 Boas Street, Harrisburg, District President. 

Allentown—At the 1937 Convention, a District missionary pro- 
ject was adopted to equip a Medical Room in the new Worker’s 
Building of the Good Shepherd Home at a cost not to exceed $500. 
This building was dedicated on September 25th, at which time the 
District presented the Home with a check to cover the project. 
October is ‘Exchange Month” in Allentown District. Under the 
direction of Miss Clara Schleicher, Educational Secretary, a schedule 
has been arranged for the cooperating Leagues, whereby a Leaguer 
from one Church will be assigned to another League on a designated 
evening to discuss the League topic at the host League. 

Berks—A feature of the Berks Convention, held October Ist, at 
Trinity, Kutztown, was a Worship Discussion led by Rev. Fred 
Fielder, Birdsboro. Several of the Leaguers from his Church as- 
sisted him, and a number of helpful hints were given to stimulate 
better devotionals at League meetings. Rev. LeRoy Wuchter, Presi- 
dent of the Reading Conference, was the speaker at the evening 
session. 

Northeast District observed Luther League Day with a half- 
hour Radio Broadcast over Station WBRE, in Wilkes-Barre. A 
sermonette was given by Rev. Carl Schindler and a brief history of 
the Luther League was presented by Henry Carichner, a former 
District President. The District’s 73rd Convention will be_ held 
November llth, in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Wilkes-Barre. 
“Youth’s Present Day Problems” is the convention theme, with Rev. 
Louis Wein, of Scranton, as Chaplain. Rev. Luke Rhoads, of 
Altoona, will be the convention speaker. 

York District had their 19th annual District Banquet in Grace 
Lutheran Church, Red Lion, with approximately 270 Leaguers in 
attendance. Their Sth annual President’s Dinner Conference was 
held October 20th in Christ Church, Dallastown. In conjunction 
with the 50th anniversary of a young people’s organization in Christ 
Lutheran, Shrewsbury, the Local League will serve as hosts to the 
fon anata) District Convention of the York District on November 
the 12th. 

Copies of the new leaflet, ““The Luther League Program for the 
Youth of the Church,” are available upon request from either the 
State Publicity Secretary, Anna M. Schlegel, 216 S. Franklin St., 
Allentown, or Mrs. Harold Donges, Executive Secretary, 850 Fern- 
dale Avenue, Johnstown. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


The Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the Luther League of 
West Virginia, was held at Jackson’s Mill, August 20-25, 1938. 
The Convention Slogan, “Jesus Only,” was carried out throughout 
the entire sessions of the League. 

The opening session was_held at 6:30 P. M., on Sunday, the 
21st, with a Model Luther League Meeting which was ably con- 
ducted by Miss Norma Gantz of Fairmont and Miss Lois Portz of 
Wheeling. The second session was held on Monday morning, at 
9:00 A. M., on the porch of one of the cottages of the Camp. 
This space was surrounded on three sides by walls which were 
covered with League Posters, Charts, Banners and material telling 
of the coming National Convention of the Luther League at Long 
Beach, California, in July, 1939. A business session was completed 
first with Roll Call, Reading of Minutes, Reception of Applications 
for Membership, Reports of Officers, Appointment of Committees 
and Introduction of Guests. A study group on ‘Worship’ was con- 
ducted by Sister Clara Bailey of Canton, Ohio, who presented a2 
most comprehensive and interesting discourse on the subject. We 
were also favored with a short address by Miss Almira Nelson, 
Missionary Representative, which was very helpful. The next ses- 
sion was held on Tuesday, at 9:00 A. M., opening with prayer, 
followed by reports of committees, minutes of previous day’s meet- 
ing and election of officers. Following the business session we were 
very fortunate in having Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., give us 
greetings from the Luther League of America. His remarks were 
delightfully received and his presence at our convention helped to 
make it a success. Study Group was continued by Sister Clara 
Bailey with lecture on the Outside and Inside of Church and the 
displaying of some pictures of Beautiful Churches and Cathedrals. 
We were also favored with a short address by Bruce Weaver, a 
student at Gettysburg and a native of the mountain section of 
Konnarock about the Medical Center at Konnarock which is the 
project of the Luther League. Tuesday evening at 8 P. M., Luther 
League Night was conducted by Rev. D. E. Kinsler, of Parkers- 
burg, and the address of the evening was given by Rev. P. M. 
Kinports, D.D., after which the impressive Candlelight Installation 
Service for newly-elected Luther League officers was given. 

Third and fourth sessions of the League were varied with in- 
teresting talks by Rev. C. A. Portz, President of West Virginia 
Synod, and Dr. H. E. Kroll, Director of Oesterlen Orphans’ Home 
at Springfield, Ohio. Also final lectures by Sister Clara Bailey on 
“Through the Year with Christ” and “Family Altars and Prayer 
Lift in Our Luther Leagues.” 

Swimming, tennis, volleyball, softball and horseshoes kept all 
campers busy during their spare time and two very wonderful 
council fires took place on Monday and Wednesday evenings. 4 
Convention Paper, ‘“‘Gleams and Glimpses,’’ kept all the Leaguers in 
contact with the whole convention and the entire session was con- 
cluded with the administration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Report of election of League officers is as follows: President, 
Carolyn Bartels, Wheeling; Vice-President, Lois Portz, Wheeling; 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Ruth Kinsler, Parkersburg; Corresponding 
Secretary, Katherine Strimer, Parkersburg; Treasurer, Alfred Wag- 
ner, Grafton; Member-at-Large, Urillia Schmidt, St. Clara; Edu- 
cational Secretary, Norman Gantz, Fairmont; Missionary Secretary, 
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Catherine Cline, Charleston; Life Service Secretary, Fred Becker, 
Huntington; Junior League Secretary, Ruth Hamill; Huntington; 
Intermediate Secretary, Jim Fresh, Clarksburg. 


KATHERINE STRIMER 
State Corresponding Secretary 


OHIO 


“Pioneering with Christ,” was the theme used for the Southern 
Conference Convention held at First Church, Dayton, on September 
23 and 24. 150 attended the opening banquet on Friday night. Mrs. 
Louise Gray used the theme, “Pioneering with Christ in Foreign 
Lands,’ while Sister Marie Freese talked on ‘Pioneering with 
Christ in Inner Missions.’”’ The fcotball game between Wittenberg 
College and the University of Dayton was part of the fellowship 
evening they had planned. The business meeting, held on Saturday 
morning, elected the following officers to serve for the coming year: 
President, Dorothea Keite, Dayton; First Vice-President, Roland 
Grenell, Columbus; Second Vice- President, Wray Smith, West Car- 
rollton’; Secretary, Nelson Scholl, Franklin; Treasurer, Roy Fink, 
Norwood; Pastoral Advisor, Rev. Harold Albert, Springfield. 

Rev. E. S. Spees, Norwood, addressed the convention on 
“Pioneering with Christ in Your Daily Living.” After which the 
Leaguers went into discussion groups, using the theme to apply 
in the home, in our work, in government, in recreation, and in our 
Church work. Th’s was followed wih the fellowship luncheon where 
much singing and cheers prevailed. 

A very fitting and proper closing was the candlelight installa- 
tion of the new officers. Andrew Dropko, State President, conducted 
the service in which the light was passed from the retiring president 
to the new pres-dent and other officers. 

Western Conference will hold their convention on November 
25 and 26 at Tiffin. This is the last of the four conference con- 
ventions to be held. Will have more details about their plans for 
the next issue. 

Ce'ebrating Luther League week, September 25 to October 1. 
Some very fine reports have come in as to the splendid co-peration 
the Leaguers gave in this matter. Several rallies, out-door Vespers, 
banquets, and conducting the ch’ef worsh’p service were some of 
the many different ways in which tiey observe this week. In this 
way the Luther League can let the rest of the Church know that we 


are still alive and on our tces. 
HAROLD LANGE 


NEW YORK 
Brooklyn District 


Brooklyn: The Leaguers in Brocklyn are still shaking beach- 
sand out of their hair. The District Beach Party, held in July, was 
a well-attended and much-enjoyed affair. The Long Island Leaguers 
Participated in the day’s activities with us. As a “special feature,” 
Howard L. Logan, our State President, attended and acted as um- 
Pire in the Inter-District soft-ball game on the beach. - Brooklyn 
won, 23-11, over Long Island. Games and a big fire in the even- 
ing with songs, stuats, and fellowship devotions rounded out a sunny, 
beautiful day on the white sands of Point Luokout, L. I. In ali 
we had about 125 Brooklyn Leaguers and 60 Long Island Leaguers 
in attendance. 

Sixteen Brooklyn Leaguers were in attendance at the Pinecrest 
Dunes Luther League Leadersh’p School at Peconic, Long Island, 
over the week ending wih Labcr Day. The insp‘ration and fellow- 
ship gained by the Leaguers will be carried back to their own Luther 
Leaguers and to Leagues not included in our membership. Many 
good ideas were driven in and will be of great value in our Ex- 
tension work in the District. We are out to make big gains in 
membership and our Leaguers are receiving strong foundations of 
Luther League inspiration to radiate on our new League members. 


HENRY J. KROOSS 


Washington, August 26-28, 1938 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


S‘rongly augmented Fall programs have been launched in most 
of the Leagues. of Southern California. during the past couple of 
months, With the National Convention Ccmmittee working diligently 
on plans and preparations for the 22nd Biennial Convention of the 
Luther League of America at Long Beach in ’39 and the District 
Executive. Committee delving more deeply into the details of the 
Luther League program in order to be of greater service to the 
Local Leagues, a new life has come into the constituent Leagues of 
the Luther League of the District of Southern California. Activity 
is rampant and progress is in the air. Some of the outstanding 
events that are making Lu‘her League history in our fair land are: 

1. The August Quarterly Convention was held in September 
this year in order to make it possible for us to have the genial 
President of the Luther League of America, John George Kurzen- 
knabe, as the principal speaker at the one session on Sunday after- 
nocn. ‘The conclave was held in the beautiful new edifice of First 
English Lutheran Church at 6th and Shatto Sts., Los Angeles 
(Rev. David R. Huber, D.D.), on September 18. Many Luther 
League problems were clarified. 

. The November Quarterly Convention was held in Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Long Beach (Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, D.D.)-. 
Just a few short blocks from the Church is the Long Beach 
Municipal Auditorium, chosen scene of the ’39 Convention of the 


Luther League of America. z 
3. Organized many months ago, the 20-30 League of First 
James P. Beasom), is now an 


Lutheran Church, Glendale (Rev. 1 
established institution. Glendale is the first Church in our Southerm 
The 20-30 League 


California ‘District to have two Senior Leagues. 
(Rev. George H. 


is composed of older Senior Leaguers. 
4, Trinity Lutheran Church, Pasadena 
Hillerman, D.D.), is the second Church in our territory to have 
two Senior Leagues. Their second Senior organizatisn, however, is 
known as the Jaysee League and is composed of Junior college 
students and others of that age. Thus the regular Senior League 
is still the older organization. Both Glendale and Pasadena also 
have active Intermediate Leagues. Pasadena Leaguers opened their 
Fall program with a series of Model Supper-Devotional meetings 
dur‘ng the month of October, with all three Leagues combined for 
both the suppers at 5:30 and the devotionals at 6:30. The entire 
series was very well attended and helped the Leagues to get a 
good start for fhe winter months. Prominent speakers were secured 
for most of the meetings and the congregation Joined the young 


people on the 16th. 

5. The Senior Luther League of Grace Lutheran Church, 
Alhambra (Rev. D. Edward Wright), presented a rollicking three- 
act comedy on Saturday, October 15, cuititled “Mama’s Baby Boy.’” 

6. Wih the proceeds from a couple of ‘sell-out’ five-dollar- 
a-plate banquets, Hollywood Lutheran Church, Los Angeles (Rev- 
J. George Dorn, D.D.), has built a Youth Hall for the accommoda- 
tion of its young people. Hollywood Leaguers have had several 
very successful and well attended supper-devotionals during the past 
few months. 

7. In addition to the Senior District’s “Loudspeaker”? and the 
Tntermediate District’s ‘Exhaust,’ we now have two other Luther 
League publ'cations. Pasadena Leaguers have published the ‘Pasa- 
dena Tatler” for more than a year now and in October issued @ 
First Anniversary Edition. Hollywood Leaguers now have their 
own paper, entitled “The Hollywood Leaguers,” a commendable 
enterprise. 

There are many other events transpiring in Southern California, 
just as in all other territories where the Lu’‘her League is active, 
but space does net permit a more detailed listing of all these items. 
However, we must reserve these last few lines to remind all readers 
that a warm welcome awaits you in Long Beach, California, in July 
1939. Don’t miss the Long Beach Convention!!! 


GEORGE E. STEFFENS 
Chairman, Interstate Publicity 
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SENIOR TOPICS FOR DECEMBER 


MONTHLY THEME: “VISIONS” 


The ee material for December 4 and 11 was prepared and submitted to the Editor two weeks previous 
to the author’s death. Rev. Morentz was a Jewish Missionary, a writer, and a consecrated Christian 


December 4, 1938 
Secend Sunday in Advent 
BIBLE TEACHING ABOUT SIGNS 


AND DREAMS 
Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:17, 18 
(By Rey. Paul I. Morentz, Philadelphia, Pa.) 


Program 
Hymn: “Come, Thou Long Hymn: ‘‘Watchman, Tell Us” 
Expected” Presentation of the Topic 


Discussion 

} f Special Feature and Offering 
standing the topics ymn: “Come, Holy Ghost” 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 19 Evening Suffrages—CSB 


Bible Readings 


The sign of one of God’s covenants, 
Jacob’s dream. 


Announce the Topic 
Pray for God’s help in under- 


Genesis 9 :8-17. 

Genesis 28:10-22. 

Genesis 41:14-37. Pharaoh’s dream and _ the interpretation. 

Deuteronomy 18:9-19. The people of God forbidden to consult 
fortune-tellers, for they have the true Prophet. 

Luke 1:5-13, 21, 22, 26-31, 38. Visions in connection with our 


Lord’s birth. (Also Matthew 1:18-23) 
Matthew 12:38-40. Jesus refuses signs. 
Acts 16:6-12. Paul guided by a dream. 


It is quite right that while the Old Testament text 
stands first as a matter of biblical arrangement, the New 
Testament text should be studied first because of its 
important connection. From the Old Testament to the 
New Testament was and is the historical procedure. 
From the New Testament to the Old Testament is and 
always should be the Christian procedure. In this 
study we shall begin with the text from the Acts of 
the Aspostles and go back for further light, if we find 
it necessary, to the original text in the prophecy of Joel. 

Our New Testament passage is a part of the pente- 
costal message and is a refutation of the charge against 
the disciples: “They are filled with new wine.” The 
fact that Simon Peter, preacher on that occasion, began 
his pentecostal address with the reference to the mock- 
ers does not necessarily mean that the charge was meant 
seriously nor that Peter took the charge seriously. We 
are inclined to the idea that the remark of the mock- 
ers was made in irony, a rather cheap weapon in the 
hands of people who refuse to face unpleasant facts. The 
inspired preacher very properly met that cheap irony 
with well-deserved ridicule. These people are filled with 
some new things but it is not wine. The excitement ex- 
hibited by the disciples and by the audience on that 
momentous occasion had to be accounted for, and it was 
accounted for by the preacher’s reference to the proph- 
ecy of Joel.:. 

ear The Last Days 

“And it shall be in the last days.” These words are 
‘an interpretation of the “afterward” in the original pas- 
‘sage and they are a’correct interpretation. The passage 
in Joel follows the story of»the locust plague that came 
‘upon the land of Judah and its people as a punishment 
for their sins. This disaster, nation-wide as it was, 
‘quickly brought about repentance, and as usual, pardon 
and’ restoration of material prosperity. The transition 
from the material to the spiritual, from the present to 
the remotest future was a very natural:one:to the,.He- 
‘brew prophets. As. Dr. Hortom puts it: “He (the pro- 
~phet) has been wrought upon by the: religious experi- 
ence: of the locust plague; and. the prophetic imagina- 
‘tion, -warmed: by the -disaster, ‘the repentance and the 


pardon, takes a wider range, dips into the future, and 
under the form of a spiritual revival in Israel, and a 
deliverance from all outward foes, anticipates the great 
time, which received a first fulfillment on the Day of 
Pentecost, and will be finally fulfilled in the complete 
victory of Christ our Saviour.” (The Century Bible, 
Minor Prophets, Vol. 1) 

“JT will pour forth my Spirit upon all flesh; and your 
sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall dream dreams; your young men shall see visions.” 
The latter clauses of this verse are transposed in the 
original prophecy of Joel, where it reads: “your old men 
skall dream dreams; your young men shall see visions.” 
We believe that the inspired Apostle purposely trans- 
posed these clauses in order to make the clause, “your 
young men shall see visions,” follow immediately after 
and parallel the preceding clause, “your sons and 
daughters shall prophesy.” Christianity is preeminently 
a religion for youth.. Jesus was a youthful Rabbi when 
He began His ministry and the disciples best known to 
us through a rather lengthy ministry were all young men 
when they first began to follow Jesus. Jesus was called 
a visionary by the people of His own kin and genera- 
tion. The Christian Church was born as the result of a 
great vision and those who were carried away with that 
vision were spoken of as being beside themselves. It is 
therefore, quite appropriate that the inspired preacher 
should apply the prophecy of Joel and the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to the sons and daugh- 
ters who shall prophesy and the young men who shall 
see visions. 

The Gospel—To All People 

“Yea and on my servants and on my handmaidens 
in those days will I pour forth of my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy.” The conjunctions in the original Greek 
and in the Hebrew are very happily brought out in the 
Revised Version (the text we use in this study). There 
is real significance to be attached to them because it 
shows the extent to which the Gospel is to be applied to 
all classes of people. The original expressions, “servants” 
and “handmaidens,” both in the Hebrew and in the 
Greek, are not that many pious words. They mean 
slaves and are clearly in contrast to the sons and 
daughters, children of the household, of the preceding 
verse. Christianity is a great leveler. It not only breaks 
down the wall of partition between Jews and Gentiles 
(races), between male and female (sexes), between the 
aged and the youth (ages), but also between the bond 
and the free (social classes). “Yea and—even on those 
who are socially and economically on the bottom of the 
ladder, the Holy Spirit will be poured out .and they 
will attain spiritually the highest rank. This prediction 
was visibly fulfilled on the first Pentecost and its prac- 
tical fulAllment has been repeated on numberless occa- 
sions’ in the history of the Christian’ Church. To this 


‘day it is still the poor and the common people who hear 


the Word most gladly, and the mysteries of our holy 
religion are still hidden from the.many wise and under- 
standing-and revealed unto babes. . 
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The last clause, “and they shall prophesy,” is not 
found in the prophecy of Joel, and again we believe that 
the pentecostal preacher was inspired to add these words 
as suitable for the occasion. The term “prophesy” in 
the narrowest sense of that word means prediction, and 
at least in some cases the gift of the Holy Spirit operated 
that way. (See Acts 11:28; 19:6 and 21:9, 10) But today 
the cause of Christ can be better helped by prophecy in 
the widest sense of that word, namely, by preaching, 
teaching, and witnessing than by the foretelling of fu- 
ture events —‘It is not for you to know times or seasons 
which the Father hath set within his own authority. 
But ye shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you; and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth.’—Acts 1:7, 8 


Questions 

Make a list of the dreams in the Bible and of how 
they were used. 

Make a list of the visions recorded in the Bible. 

What signs has God used in making known or con- 
firming His Will and Word? 

Are the sacraments signs? 

Explain how outward events or things can have 
spiritual meaning. Illustrate this. 

Why is fortune-telling wrong? 

What is wrong about astrology and horoscopes? 

Why do so many believe in fortune-telling and signs? 

How can we know when a dream is from God? 

What is our sure standard for judging our dreams 
and impulses? 


Further Reading 


F. Delitzsch: A System of Biblical Psychology 
Bees Dictionary of the Bible, art—Dreams, art—Visions, art— 
igns 


December 11, 1938 
Third Sunday in Advent 


EXPECTING CHRIST’S RETURN 
Luke 21:34, 35, 36 
(By Rev. Paul I. Morentz, Philadelphia, Pa.) 


Program 


Hymn: ‘Rejoice, All Ye Believers” 
Responsive Reading: 
Leader: As the lightning cometh out of the east and 
even unto the west: 
Response: So shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
Leader: Heaven and earth’ shall pass away; 
Response: But my words shail not pass away. 
Leader: But of that day and hour knoweth no man: 
Response: No, not the angels in heaven, but My Father, only. 
Leader: Therefore be ye also ready: 
Response: For in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh, 
Hymn: “The King Shall Come” 
Read the Scripture: Luke 21 :25-36 
Presentation of the Topic 
Discussion 
Hymn: “Thou Art Coming” 
Prayers: Advent Collects—CSB 
Lord’s Prayer 
Leader: Bless we the Lord: 
Response: Thanks be to God. 


Bible Readings 


Christ comes to save His people 
We must therefore be alert and faithful. 
It may seem long and we must be prepared 


shineth 


Matthew 24:27-31. 

Matthew 24 :32-51. 

Matthew 25 :1-13. 
for a long wait. 

Matthew 25:14-30. 
charge. 

Matthew 25 :31-46. 
to do good to others. 

I Corinthians 11 :23-26. 
foretells our Lord’s return. 

Revelation 22:20, 21. The last word of the Bible. 


There are few, if any, subjects in the Bible, on which 
there is so much material and so little understanding of 


He has given each responsibility to dis- 


That responsibility is to use what we have 


Every celebration -of -the .Lord’s Supper —— 
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that material as the subject of the Return of our Lord. 
I am glad that one subject of our study is worded just 
as it is. I frankly do not like the usual phrase: The 
Second Coming of Christ. It makes me think too much 
of a spectacle, a well-rehearsed program which is bound 
to show, up whether you like it or not. I would rather 
think of it as the return of a loved one, a blessed day 
to be devoutly wished for and prayed for. It is the 
“return” rather than the “coming” that is suggested in 
the message of the angels in connection with the as- 
cension: “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into 
heaven? (an attitude suggesting anxiety and sorrow). 
This Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him going 
into heaven.’ (Acts 1:11) This thought is particularly 
suggested in the abridged account of the ascension by 
the same writer (Luke), who in that connection says of 
the disciples: “And they worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy; and were continually in the 
temple, blessing God.” (Luke 24:52,53) 


The Return of Our Lord 

In this passage the return of our Lord is given as 
a general warning against spiritual unpreparedness. I 
like the story of a Puritan convention that was suddenly 
interrupted by some kind of a freak storm, eruption, 
earth tremor and quaking that produced considerable 
panic among the over-wrought members of the As- 
sembly. A number of them jumped up and moved im- 
mediate adjournment, for, they said, it is surely the end 
of the world and we must prepare for the Lord’s com- 
ing. But the presiding officers of the convention calmed 
the representatives with the very wise words: ‘‘Gentle- 
men, if it is the end of the world and the Lord should 
return now, He could not find us better engaged than 
in doing our duty.” In my study of the return of our 
Lord, based on Scripture and not fantastic fancies, I 
have rarely come across threats. They are either blessed 
promises or quiet warnings to the children of God not 
to forget that there is “a day” set for Christ’s return 
even though they do not know and are not supposed 
to know “the day” or “the hour.” 


The practical application of the subject is seen in 
the opening words of our Bible text: “Take heed to 
yourselves.”’ When these words are looked upon as the 
words of Jesus, spoken to His disciples probably on 
Tuesday of Holy Week, one can easily imagine the 
anxiety back of them. Jesus, knowing to what tempta- 
tions and assaults of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
His disciples will be subject after His departure, says 
to them just as we would say to some ones whom we 
are forced to leave behind us: “Take care of yourselves.” 
The specific dangers to which the disciples would be 
subject to are self-indulgence and cares of this life. 
These are the two things which, according to Jesus, are 
the most likely to absorb their interest to such an ex- 
tent that they will forget “the day.” How correct Jesus 
was in His estimate of human nature we know only too 
well. By the time people arrange for their eats and 
drinks, pleasures and conveniences for “today,” and then 


-spend. more. time planning-and -worrying for the same 


things “tomorrow,” they have not much time left for 
religion, for Bible reading, for the Church, for readiness 
to meet the Lord. And yet “that day,’ the day of His 
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return, will not be delayed just because certain Chris- 
tians are not ready for it. It is that which is meant by 
the phrase, “and that day come on you suddenly as a 
snare.” It is not the Lord that is trying to catch you 
unawares, but the entanglements=with which we are sur- 
rounding ourselves that will make that day catch us 
unawares. 


That Day 

In contrast with the merciful warning addressed to 
the disciples we have the definite declaration that as far 
as the world is concerned, “that day” shall come as a 
snare. Not that the world will not get a chance to know 
the Lord and to accept the Lord, for we are told else- 
where that ‘this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in the whole world for a testimony unto all the nations; 
and then shall the end come” (Matthew 24:14), but the 
world will not accept that testimony. How true. that is 
we also know full well. In this very age, the greatest 
missionary age since the days of the Apostles, the world 
as such is turning a deaf ear to the testimony of the 
Gospel. Incidentally, it is the fulfillment one by one of 
the signs of the time that makes some of us think that 
“the end” is not so far distant. 

But the most interesting and the most practical part 
of our Scripture study is verse 36. We must develop 
the proper attitude, or shall we say attitudes, toward the 
return of our Lord. Briefly, they are these: 

1. Watchfulness. In the days of the Apostles many 
of them, and maybe all of them, expected the return of 
the Lord during their own life-time. In every period of 
the Church, partciularly during times of stress and tribu- 
lations, the faithful expected momentarily the return of 
the Lord. It is because the return has been long de- 
layed that the watchfulness has been relaxed, so that 
today there are few to whom the return of the Lord is 
a matter of vital concern. And yet we are told to watch 
“at every season” and we know that even this lack of 
watchfulness is one of the signs of the times, for He will 
come “as a thief in the night,” that is, 
expected. 


when the least 


2 Prayerfulness. We are told to pray for His 
coming. Almost the last word in the New Testament is 
a prayer for the return of the Lord. “He who testi- 
fieth these things, saith, ‘Yea: I come quickly.’ Amen: 
come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20) But we are not 
only told to pray; we are even told for what to pray. 
Pray that ye may escape “all these things that shall 
come to pass,’ and we know that the Church is to pass 
through some great tribulations before she emerges 
victorious. Pray also that you may “stand before the 
Son of Man.” Let us remember that the most important 
thing about the subject of the return of the Lord is not 
the when or the how of His return, but that when He 
does return that He finds us facing Him like men and 
women worthy of His trust. 


Questions 
What do we mean by “our Lord’s Return?” 
Is not Christ present with us now? 
What will happen when He returns? 
Why are many afraid of His return? 
How can we be ready for His return? 
When will He come? 
Why does He not come sooner? 


Page Twenty-three 


Further Reading 


Gerberding: Lutheran Fundamentals, chap. 17-23 (Augustana) 
7, St oe Bible Teachings, chaps. 25, ne (ULCA) 

Jacobs: Summary, chaps. 37- 41 ULCA) 
(en Mt Jacobs: The Way, chap. 12 (Castle Press) 
Augsburg Confession, Article 17 


December 18, 1938 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


SECURITY IN OLD AGE 
I Corinthians 9:7-14 
(By Mr. Harry Hodges, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Program 

Sing: 

“Lord of the Church We Humbly Pray’ 

eC the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 

“Lord Speak To Me That I May Speak” 

Read: I Corinthians 9:7-14 

Pray: A Collect on the ministry—see hymnals 

Present the Topic 

Report United Lutheran Church action in Baltimore 

Pray: “O Lord, we beseech Thee to raise up for the work of the 
ministry faithful and able men who shall count it all joy to 
spend and be spent for the sake of Thy dear Son, and for the 
souls for whom He shed His most precious blood upon the 
Cross; and fit them, we pray Thee, for their holy office by Thy 
bountiful grace and heavenly benediction: through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 

Pray the Lord’s Prayer 


Bible Readings 
Acts 20:31-35 


II Corinthians 11:7-9 
II Corinthians 12:12, 13 
Matthew 10:10 
Galatians 6:6 

The Topic 

The Psalmist has said, “And even to your old age 
I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you.” 

He voices the promise of God to care for His aged 
servants. . 

In Deuteronomy 12:19 Moses calls to the attention 
of the Old Testament Church the care of those who 
serve in the Temple: “Take heed to thyself that thou 
forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest upon the 
earth.” 

The tribe of Levi was set apart for Temple service 
and as a result was denied the privilege of the other 
tribes to lay by in store for themselves and Moses places 
this responsibility upon the Church. 

St. Paul practically says the same thing to the 
New Testament Church in I Corinthians 9:13, 14: “Do 
ye not know that they which minister about holy things, 
live of the things of the Temple? Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they that proclaim the Gospel shall 
live of the Gospel.” 

But the Church has been slow to recognize the 
fact that when the minister comes to the last mile she 
should not treat him as a pauper but as a pensioner. He 
is not a pauper dependent, he is a graduated leader. She 
should not wound his spirit and break his heart by a 
dole of charity; but should count it a high honor and 
a joyous privilege to help him make the last mile the 
brightest and the best. 

There is something the matter with a Church that 
permits a man with a college and a seminary training 
to receive the salary of a subordinate clerk and then does 
not provide for his retirement. 

Behind the mind’s eye, we have seen marching on 
from east to west, a great company of consecrated men 
and women, men who have faithfully preached through 
long years the Gospel of a living and loving Christ, men 


and their devoted companions, who, in far too many 
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cases have been inadequately provided for by those 
whom they served and yet through it all have gone on 
always faithful to their God and their Churches, con- 
scious of the fact that they were facing a setting sun 
obscured by the clouds of financial darkness and despair. 

Since early times it has been a recognized duty of 
loyal authorities to provide for the needy aged, the 
unfortunate and the poor. This has been and is the law 
here. It came to us as the common law from England 
and has been generally written into the statutes of the 
States. 

Until quite recently the emphasis was placed on 
the development of institutions where the aged and the 
unfortunate could be gathered together to be cared for. 

During recent years, the emphasis has shifted more 
to the money aid to the individual to enable him to carry 
on in his own home, surrounded by his family and his 
friends. 

The Social Security Act, enacted by Congress 
August 14th, 1935, embarked the Federal Government 
and the States upon a comprehensive plan of meeting 
these problems through money payments. 

But all employees of religious organizations are ex- 
cluded from the act. The Government expects the 
Church to care for her own. 

The first relief of this kind in America was started 
.by the Presbyterian Church in 1717. In our own Church 
the first record that we have is that in 1812 the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania granted certain relief. In 1837 
the Pastors’ Fund Society of the General Synod was 
established which became the nucleus of our present 
system as operated by the Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief. 

This Board -declares that it is not a benevolent 
board, for pensions are not benevolence; they are jus- 
tice, deferred salary. It is no more benevolent to pay a 
man a pension during the years of his retirement than 
it is to pay him a salary during the years of his activity. 

The Standard Dictionary says: “A pension is a 
periodical allowance paid to an individual or those who 
represent him, for some past service or meritorious 
work done by him.” 

The United States has recently retired General 
Pershing on full salary. The widows of Presidents of 
the United States receive pensions of $5,000.00 per 
year. We do not consider these objects of benevolence. 
Then why should we consider it benevolence when we 
pension the captains of the Lord’s Hosts or the widows 
of His servants? : 

The Pension Family of the United Lutheran Church 
is constituted as follows: 


Retired JMiunisters” <ss a0 coe. sreciae 347 
Disabled Ministets) q.cseasse nie 55 
WHOOWS Bip ccd aitaarton operas 568 
Ghildtent aaste. cae ee Seeks bee eae 157 
Missionaries (Women) ..........- 6 

1133 


The Family Budget is $250,300.00 per year. 

Ministers receive $300.00 (83 cents per day), wid- 
ows $200.00 (57 cents per day), children $50.00 (23 cents 
per day). 

The Board’s income is derived from two sources: 
the income from its three-and-one-half million dollar 
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endowment, which pays half of its budget, and its share 
of the Church’s apportionment. But the Church pays 
its apportionment but 50%, with the result that the 
Board operates at a deficit of $85,000.00. This Board 
cannot reduce expenses but by curtailing pensions and in 
view of the small amounts paid, it cannot do this. 

All of the other communions with the exception of 
the Universalists and ourselves, have seen the futility of 
a non-contributory system, because the roll grows but 
the income does not, and have adopted contributory 
systems. 

Your Board has submitted such a system to the 
Convention of the United Lutheran Church in Balti- 
more, in which the minister will pay annually 5% of 
his salary and his congregation a like amount. When 
you discuss this topic, the Church will have either ac- 
cepted or rejected the plan. 

A young man entering this system and having the 
contributions as stated made for him, will, when he 
reaches the pension age (65 years), have enough re- 
serve laid up that he may draw as a pension about half 
of his average salary and at his demise, his widow will 
receive about half of what he received. 

Such social security is both social and secure. 

Our next step will be to consider a plan to pension 
the Church’s lay workers, as the other large communions 
have done. 

Three things that Luther Leaguers can do: 

1. Adopt a child at $50.00 per year. 

2. Urge your Church to pay its apportionment in 

full, 

3. Use your influence to have your congregation 

cooperate with the new pension plan. 


December 25, 1938 
Christmas Day 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 


The Christmas Story in Scripture and Song 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Luther League of America 


This year we recognize the birthday of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, on Sunday and in view of this we should by 
all means have a League meeting on the evening of 
Christmas Day. 

Instead of having a discussion of a topic let us 
change our order of devotions this year and emphasize 
the spirit of Christmas through the use of song and 
story, giving special consideration to the meaning the 
birth of Jesus has had for the world. This service, based 
entirely on the Christmas carols, would be lovely and if 
you have ever had such a service held at the twilight 
hour with the room in which you were meeting lighted 
only by candles, you would know what a rich experience 
that can be. 

One Christmas week we attended a League candle- 
light service where someone with the touch of an artist 
liad arranged the room. 

There was a single candle set high beside each of 
the two entrances in the rear of the room. These gave. 
just sufficient light to enable one to enter and find a 
chair without stumbling. The only other spot of light 
was in the front of the room. Hung on the wall at eye 
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level was a beautiful Christmas picture. (We suggest 
using either “The Star of Bethlehem” or “The Birth of 
Christ.’ These can be procured in sizes 16x 20—20 
cents, or 10x 12—13 cents, in colors. They are Hoover 
Prints and may be ordered from the United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
(Ten cents should accompany each order for wrapping 
and postage.) : 


Beneath it stood a table and on the table, on each 
side of the picture, were candles, the light bringing into 
relief the picture. The effect upon one entering the room 
was immediate. Voices died away and in the quiet hush, 
filled with sweet music as the service began, worship 
came easily. 


We suggest that some such an arrangement be used 
for this service. Remember that quiet and the absence 
of any hurry or confusion are the two great aids in cre- 
ating an atmosphere of worship. 


The program can be mimeographed or printed so 

that no announcements need be made. 

Organ or Piano—Prelude: “Holy Night” 4 Adams 

Prayer: We beseech Thee, O God, pour Thy grace into 
our hearts, that as we have known the incarnation 
of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of an 
angel, so by His cross and passion we may be 
brought to the glory of His resurrection, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


The Cry: of the World and the Answer of Prophecy 
1. The Cry of the World—First stanza, Hymn No. 12 
P.S.H., “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” 

2. The Voice of Prophecy—lIsaiah 9:2, 6, 7 

3. The Cry of the World—Second stanza, “Watchman, 
Tell Us of the Night” 

4. The Voice of Prophecy—Isaiah 11:1-9 

5. The Cry of the World—Third stanza, “Watchman, 
Tell Us of the Night” 


The Annunciation 
1. To Mary—Luke 1:26-35, 38 
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2. The Magnificat—Luke 1:46-55. 
Vespers: P.S.H. and C.S_B.) 
3. To Joseph—Matthew 1:18-25 


The Birth of Jesus 

1. “Come Hither, Ye Faithful,’ Hymn No. 16, P.S.H. 
(First and second stanzas) 

2. The Journey to Bethlehem—Luke 2:1-5 

3. “O Little Town of Bethlehem,’ Hymn No. 23, 
P.S.H. (First and second stanzas) 

4, Scripture—Luke 2:6 

5. “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Third and fourth 
stanzas) 

6. Scripture—Luke 2:7 

7. “Away In a Manger,’ Hymn No. 40, P.S.H. 


The Vision and Visit of the Shepherds 

1. Scripture—Luke 2:8 

2. “Silent Night! Holy Night!” Hymn No. 20, P.S.H. 
(First stanza) 

3. Scripture—Luke 2:9-12 

4. “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks,” Hymn 
No. 24, P.S.H. (First stanza) 

5. Scripture—Luke 2:13, 14 

6. “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,” Hymn No. 13, 
P.S.H. (First stanza) 

7. Scripture—Luke 2:15-20 

8. “Joy to the World,” Hymn No. 19, P.S.H. (First and 
second stanzas) 


(Can be chanted. 


The Adoration of the Wise Men (Epiphany) 
1. Before Herod—Matthew 2:1-10 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are,’ Hymn No. 53, 
PESdEL. 
3. Before the Babe in Bethlehem—Matthew 2:11, 12 
4. “Beautiful Saviour, King of Creation,’ Hymn No. 


184 Sable 
Offering: Worship with Offering—Violin or Piano Solo: 
“Ave Maria - - - - Schubert 


Prayer: Lord’s Prayer 
(The hymns may be sung as solo, duet, quartet, or 
by the assembly.) 


iN Jas das Jak Jak Jab Yat 


December 4, 1938 


CHRIST’S MEASURE OF GREATNESS 
Matthew 20:20-29 


Just as there is a true method for measuring dis- 
tance, weight, capacity, etc., so there is a true method 
for measuring character and conduct. Christ is that 
qualifying rule. Inch by inch His divine life was re- 
vealed to man, and inch by inch man is put to the test 
alongside the “perfect life.’ There is no other rule 
for those of us professing to be Christians. No matter 
what the world thinks or says, or what our minds indi- 
cate, we qualify or are disqualified by the Master’s 
own very Self. 


The World’s Measure of Greatness 
Today it may be one thing, tomorrow another— 
never ‘the same. “Who’s Who In America” includes the 
name of a man one year, and the next year excludes him. 


Intermediate Topics For December xd 


Why? Because of changing estimates. You may decide 
on your ideal of a man or woman today and tomorrow 
set your star on another. For instance, how quickly 
we change our acclaim from one “movie star” to an- 
other overnight. When a second Babe Ruth comes 
along, and slams out more home runs than the present 
Babe Ruth, you are off the former for life. (Hank 
Greenberg of the Detrcit Tigers almost made the grade 
by hitting out 58 “homers” this year, whereas “Babe’s” 
record is 60). For years George Washington was the 
accepted first great man of his country, but today there 
appear men to discredit him in our eyes. 

Not only is the world’s measuring stick changeable, 
but it is also inaccurate. Our daily newspapers feature 
“novelty stunters,” our movie promoters feature “brain- 
less and immoral actors” in terms of superlative great- 
ness, and the rabble cheers a Barabbas, and sneers a 
Christ. ag 
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The world’s measuring stick is insufficient too. The 
things that appeal to the world as being marks of great- 
ness are disapproved of God. Our lesson shows up two 
ambitious sons and their mother for wanting “show 
places” beside Christ in the Kingdom, They would have 
been content to enjoy outward show of favor and esteem, 
not so with Christ. He demanded inward merit. Men 
strain every nerve, honestly or dishonestly, to occupy 
positions of prominence, only to topple backwards as 
Christ indicates in Luke 14:7-11. Read it. 


Christ’s Measure of Greatness 

1. He Himeelf is the measure. In Matthew 11:29, 
Christ says: “Learn of Me.’ Paul, in Philippians 3:7-9, 
tells us what is meant to learn of Christ. Put down, 
first of all, that initial greatness is to be experienced in 
knowing Christ. One can’t build a life any more than 
he can build a house unless he is master of the tools 
of measurement. A lack of knowledge of these things 
will result in a lop-sided life. The first thing Andrew 
and Peter were invited to do when they met Christ 
was “to behold.” that is, to see, to study and rightly 
estimate Him. Read John 1:35, 36. 


2. The second measure of greatness is faith in Him. 
Not only is belief in the accuracy of a measuring stick 
necessary, but faith in its use as well. At the time of 
Peter’s experience as recorded in Matthew 26:69-75, 
Jesus was well-known to him, but he lacked faith. He 
didn’t trust to use Christ in such emergency. The real 
test of faith does not come in the Sunday School room, 
but out in the world. The fine thing about faith is not 
in knowing how to exercise it, but “to exercise it.” 
Notice Christ’s estimate of greatness of faith in others— 
Matthew 8:5-10, 15:21-28, and 26:6-13. 

3. Greatness of Character. One need not go any 
further than the Beatitudes, Matthew 5:3-12, to get a 
line upon his own character. It will pay you well to 
pause long enough to get these measurements. Intro- 
duce the word “great” for “blessed” in each Beatitude, 
and see how impressive they become. 


4. Greatness in Confidence, and courage. There is 
no place in the Kingdom of God for cowardly souls. 
David withstood Goliath, and Daniel boldly faced the 
lions in their den because they were great in their con- 
fidence and courage. These two qualities go hand in 
hand. Confidence (you may call it faith) in the verity 
of truth and right will make courageous Christians of 
youth. It takes a great soul to battle for the Master. 


5. Greatness is Service. I wouldn’t have you think 
that service is everything. It should merely be the ex- 
pression of a love that has imbedded itself in the heart. 
Guard against “doing good” without “being good.’ 
Those whom Christ commended for service were great 
in love for Him. Why did Jesus refer to children in 
Matthew 18:1-3 as being greatest in the Kingdom? 

On the other hand, definite service is required to 


show greatness. Who showed the greatest service in 
Mark 12:41-44? 


Practical Thoughts 
1. Is there difference in the form of service Mary 
rendered Jesus and that which Martha gave, Luke 


10:38-42? Should we have*one or “the other or corre- “ 


sponding portions of both? Why? 
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2. Is there any difference in God’s sight as to the 
amount of service rendered by the ten-talented man and 
the five-talented man, Matthew 25:15-23? 

3. Does quantity or quality determine greatness? 
If you give your best and another his best, but he in 
greater abundance than you, are you any less great 
in the sight of God? Why? 

4. Would the wicked servant in Matthew 25:24-30 
have been as faithful as his two companions if he had 
doubted his talent?) Why? 


December 11, 1938 
THE GOLDEN RULE 


Matthew 7:12 


Introduction 

What is the Golden Rule? Repeat it until learned. 
Where is it to be found? What great sermon of Jesus 
is it a part of? Did Jesus apply the Golden Rule in His 
relationships with His fellow men? Refer to some actual 
cases, such as the betrayal by Judas (Matthew 26:47-50); 
the denial by Peter (Luke 22:54-62); the doubt of 
Thomas (John 20:24-29); the Crucifixion by His enemies 
(Luke 23:27-34). ‘ 

Does Christ contradict Himself in the following 
Scriptural accounts? Read Matthew 10:3-14; 15:21-28 
and John 2:13-15. Why did Jesus treat those who sold 
doves with kinder consideration than He did those who 
sold oxen and exchanged money? Read John 2:16. 


Sins Aimed at in the Golden Rule 

There’s a reason for everything Jesus said or did. 
In the case of the Golden Rule, Jesus didn’t intend just 
to say something nice. Doubtless it was in His mind 
that to obey the Golden Rule was hard, but He was 
weary from having people take the easy way of life. 
He took the hard, but only satisfying way. Why should 
not we? Are not we His followers? The easy way is to 
be selfish, greedy, inconsiderate of others’ feelings and 
rights, suspicious, hateful and filled with the spirit of 
“setting even;” but the right way is to follow the 
Master’s orders and be loving. The reason then, for the 
Golden Rule is that men might live right, and to live 
right is to get rid of a lot of the Common rot in our 
human natures. 


Will the Golden Rule Work? 

It will if and when honestly applied. Nations like 
the United States and Canada have made it work. Men 
like “Golden Rule Nash,” a great manufacturer, and the 
late John Wanamaker, the merchant from Philadelphia, 
have made it work. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, 
made it work. Countless individual Christian men and 
women today are making it work. In late September of 
this year England and France applied the Golden Rule 
in their dealing with Herr Hitler of Germany, and 
averted a war. 

Not only will the Golden Rule work—it must work. 
We have no other rule to use in settling disputes be- 
tween individuals; between Capital and Labor; between 
nations. If progress toward a right understanding be- 
tween individuals and nations is to be made, and ig - 
peace is to reign among men, there is only one source 
to seek out the solution. That source is the Prince of: 
Peace, through His peaceful method—‘The Golden 
Rule.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Will It Work For You? 

Does the failure to use the Golden Rule in your re- 
lationship with others work to your best interests? To 
those of others? When you are “talked about” or 
“slighted,” what real satisfaction do you get out of re- 
turning evil for evil. Does it make you happy, or would 
you be happier in returning good for evil? If you gos- 
sip to another friend about a person who has gossiped 
about you, is it likely that that friend will refrain from 
telling the other person, should you and your friend get 
cross at each other? But if you speak kindly of one who 
has hurt you, will you not reap kindness some day? 
Even if you didn’t, isn’t there reward enough in knowing 
that you have done the right thing by not hurting an- 
other’s character? 


A Few Test Cases 

1. My neighbor disturbs me with his radio. Re- 
cently the radio was left turned on while my neighbor 
went out for the evening. My family couldn’t sleep on 
that account. I was tempted to cut the aerial. Would 
I have been justified in doing it? Should I get even with 
my neighbors by playing my radio some evening when 
they retire early? What I did was to ask my neighbor 
the next day to tune in his radio more softly hereafter. 
Did I do the right thing? Remember that the Golden 
Rule is' to be applied both before and after “your toes 
are stepped on.” 

2. My neighbor has a noisy dog, which, when they 
leave alone in the house, puts up an awful howl until 
their return. Should I report this nuisance to the police, 
or talk to my neighbor about it? Anything un-Christian 
about my reporting to the police after having used every 
other honorable effort with my neighbor to stop the 
nuisance? 

3. I once built a wading pool for my children and 
the kids of the neighborhood joined them in their daily 
fun. No charge was made and no child excluded. But 
the father of one of the boys who enjoyed the pool, 
built a miniature golf course. A charge of five cents for 
use of a putter was made. Was the other boy playing 
fair with my boy? Should the “other boy” have been 
refused the use of our pool because he charged to play 
on his golf course? 

4. A person owning property owes you some mon- 
ey. You try every honest means to collect from him. 
He refuses to pay. Should you sue for payment? Does 
the Golden Rule apply to this case? Does the Lord im- 
pose unjust measures on His followers? 

5. You hold a judgment note (a note payable on 
demand) against a relative. He owns property, but 
cannot pay you now. Should you enter the note fr 
collection and thus embarrass him, or should you wait 
until he could pay you? Would it make any difference if 
a stranger owed you the money? 

6. Your car is in a collision with another car. The 
owner of the other car is at fault. He admits it and 
volunteers to pay for the repairs. Should you rely on 
his word or turn the matter over to your insurance 
agency for adjustment? Suppose you knew the man to 
be a “dead beat?” 

7. You manufacture a good product and sell it for 
so much. A competitor gets out the same product, but 
made of poorer material and with cheap labor. You be- 
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gin to lose trade. Should you produce a cheaper product 
and advertise it dishonestly, reducing salaries, etc., or 
refuse to compete with the other manufacturer and pos- 
sibly ruin your business, if you did? 


December 18, 1938 


CHRISTMAS IN SONG, POETRY, STORY 
Luke 2:8-18 
(By Rey. Lloyd M. Wallick, Drexel Hill, Pa.) 


Christmas in Song 

No Church day is so joyous as Christmas. It was 
not the earliest festival occasion of the Christian year, 
for Epiphany (commemorating our Lord’s manifestation 
to the Gentile world) and Easter (the Feast of the 
Resurrection) were celebrated long before Christian 
people began to be interested in determining the time 
of the birth of Jesus. 

But immediately after Christmas came into the 
Church’s calendar (some time during the fourth century) 
it came to be regarded as the great occasion on which 
believers should express their joy in song. Christmas 
took firm hold on the affections of the newly converted 
barbarian tribes of northern and western Europe. It 
was a transformation of their old pagan feast of the sun. 
They learned now to rejoice in Him Who is the Son of 
Righteousness, 

Beginning as far back as 1550 years ago, there came 
into use the simple and homely little songs which are the 
true Christmas carols. They came from the very life 
of the people of many lands and tongues, and reflect the 
manners, customs and ways of thought of those far-off 
days. We can be glad that in our modern days there 
has been a great revival of interest in these old Christ- 
mas carols. They are among our most precious treasures 
from the past. 

There are perhaps a dozen Christmas hymns which 
are sung over and over again at this season of the year. 
We hear them in Church School, the regular Church 
services of worship, Luther League and other group 
meetings, in all kinds of concerts and over the radio. 
There is a danger that too great familiarity with “Hark, 
the Herald Angels Sing,’ “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem,” “Silent Night,’ “O Come All Ye Faithful,” “Joy 
To the World,” and other well-known Christmas hymns, 
will lead us to forget their message. They all deal with 
the facts of the Christmas story, as well as with our 
interpretation of those facts. As we sing them this year 
we ought to remember their words, not only the familiar 
and beloved melodies. 


Christmas in Poetry 

Christmas has become a secular holiday as well as 
a time of religious observance. What was once the 
simple custom of exchanging simple little presents has 
grown into a great commercial enterprise. The season 
before Christmas is one of the great shopping periods of 
the year. All this has resulted in emphasis on the 
non-religious or semi-religious side of Christmas. 

For many boys and girls (and for multitudes of 
older folk, too) Christmas is represented by Santa Claus 
and all that he stands for. In the stores and on the 
streets of every city, during these weeks, numerous 
Santa Clauses are inviting us to buy things or to con- 
tribute to worthy causes. Probably this is all right, so 
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long as we remember that Santa Claus is only an imag- 
inary figure, while the Babe in the manger, the Blessed 
Mother, the angels and shepherds and wise men are real. 
They (not Santa Claus) make Christmas for us. 

If we except the poems which we sing as Christmas 
hymns, most of the poetry which has been inspired by 
this season deals with the spirit of jollity, kindliness and 
goodwill, all represented by the figure of Santa Claus. 
Probably the most popular Christmas poem ever written 
is the one which begins, “ ”I'was the night before Christ- 
mas.” It was know to parents and grandparents of the 
_boys and girls of today better than it is known to 
them. There is nothing in it about the religious side of 
Christmas. 

Christmas in Story 

The real Christmas story is that which is given us 
in the Bible itself, Nothing more beautiful has ever 
been written than the second chapter of St. Luke’s 
Gospel. It stands without equal and without imitation. 

Christian imagination has tried to fill in the gaps 
which occur in that story, or enlarge on some of its 
details, Such an attempt is Dr. Van Dyke’s beautiful 
little story, “The Other Wise Man.” 

Probably the most famous Christmas story in our 
language is Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” Written 
nearly a hundred years ago (in 1843) it is still read and 
enjoyed wherever English is understood. 

This familiar tale has been criticized as being too 
sentimental and emotional. There may be some reason 
for this objection, but we believe most people would be 
willing to overlook these defects for the sake of the 
beauty and meaning of the story. 

As everybody “knows, “A Christmas Carol” is the 
record of the change in the character of a cold, selfish 
miser who sneered at everything connected with kind- 
ness and goodwill. Old Scrooge is painted in the black- 
est colors, of course, so that his transformation may 
seem all the more wonderful. At Christmastime he finds 
himself at odds with the whole joyous and kindly spirit 
of the season. Visions of Christmas past, present and 
future show the man himself as he really is, and make 
him realize how low he has fallen. He wakes to a new 
life on Christmas Day, and continues thereafter as the 
very embodiment of unselfishness and goodwill. 

There is a religious background to the story. The 
Christmas spirit, of which Dickens makes so much, and 
which is described with all the exactness of imagery and 
wealth of detail of which he was a master, is seen to be 
the result of the recognition of God’s great gift to the 
world on the first Christmas Day. The meaning of 
Christmas to all sorts and conditions of men has never 
been more strikingly set forth than in this story which 
we should all do well to read over again at this Christ- 
mas time. 


December 25, 1938 
HOW WOULD CHRIST HAVE US OBSERVE 
HIS BIRTHDAY? 
Matthew 25 :34-40 

Suppose we try to answer this question by consider- 
ing the way Christ’s first birthday was observed. To do 
this we must read the Gospel accounts of His birth. 
They are recorded in Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-12, and Luke 
2:1-20. They should be read before proceeding further. 
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From our reading we learn that Christ would have 
us prepare ourselves for the observance of His birth- 
day. During the time of His expectancy His parents 
made ready His coming. We are told by Luke that on 
a visit to her cousin, Elizabeth, that Mary sang for joy, 
saying: “My soul doth magnify the Lord.” We may infer 
that the mother of Jesus made every preparation pos- 
sible for her Son’s birth. 

1. We prepare for the coming of Christmas. Many 
of us start a savings account twelve months ahead, and 
a few weeks prior to Christmas we plan and buy all 
things needed for the occasion. Wouldn’t it be the 
right thing for us to prepare for His birthday, too? 
How? By laying aside a portion of our Christmas money 
for the Church. The Intermediate Luther- League is 
helping during this bi-ennium to raise $10,000 for the 
Konnarock Medical Center, Konnarock,.Va. Wouldn't 
it be fitting to have your League send in, if you haven’t 
already done so, its contribution for this great cause? 
There are many ways open to you as individuals to do 
good with your “Christmas Savings.” Consider them 
and choose which cause you will aid in “Remembrance 
of His Birthday.” 


2. How? By daily Bible reading and prayer. There 
are six days until Christmas. Here are seven passages of 
Scripture about the birth of Christ. Prepare yourself to 
observe Christ’s birthday by reading a daily portion of 
Scripture. 

Monday, December 19—Isaiah 7:10-16; 9:1-7. 

Tuesday, December 20—Matthew 1:18-25. 

Wednesday, December 21—Matthew 2:1-12. 

Thursday, December 22—Luke 1:26-38. 

Friday, December 23—Luke 1:39-56. 

Saturday, December 24—Luke 2:1-7. 

Sunday, December 25—Luke 2:8-20. 


3. Christ, I’m sure, would have us observe His 
birthday by a true heart manifestation. Christmas is a 
love gift from God. Read John 3:16. Christ came in 
love—we must go in love. Many Churches hold an 
early morning Christmas service. Show your love for 
your best Christmas gift by attending services, and go 
as eagerly to receive Him as you do to unpack the gifts 
received from parents and friends. 


Inconvenience yourself a little to do this. Can you 
imagine the long distances travelled by the magi to come 
to the birthplace of the Lord that first Christmas morn- 
ing? Should we not be ashamed for refusing to as- 
semble ourselves together on Christmas, though the 
distance be only a few blocks and the weather cold? 
Why not observe early Christmas service as a League? 


4. The Lord would have us remember the needy on 
His birthday just as His coming meant supplying this 
poor world with a Saviour. The idea of giving presents 
on Christmas is a lovely idea and we do not want to 
abandon it. The privilege of giving joy to our friends 
is a blessed privilege and we are glad that this privilege 
has been given to us. Our hearts are full of the joy 
about which the angel sang. But there must be sadness 
when we think of the vast throngs of people who are 
not having the Christmas joy which should be theirs, 
according to the songs of the angel. Our Christmas 
would be made even more joyful if we would know that 
we had helped even one person to hear the message. 
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5. The account of the visit of the magi suggests 
how we should guard against a betrayal of Christ. Had 
the magi returned to Herod with word of Christ’s pres- 
ence in Bethlehem, he would have sent his soldiers 
to kill Him. Instead, the magi departed into their own 
country another way. This thought suggests to me that 
we should manifest the spirit of Christ on His birth- 
day. We should be satisfied and appreciative of what- 
ever gifts we receive. One of the sad things about the 
exchange of gifts is the selfishness and ingratitude it 
engenders among so many. Be true to Christ and do not 
betray Him by wrangling over goods. 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Ought we to give gifts on Christmas to those 
who do not need them? I know of the case of a Luther 
Leaguer who before the World War distributed to and 
received gifts from a circle of twenty close friends. At 
his suggestion, at the outbreak of the war, the money 
spent for this exchange of gifts was to be given to some 
worthy welfare cause. The practice continues to this day. 

2. Which is worth more, the value of a gift or the 
spirit in which it is given? 

3. In what respects is Christmas spoiled by “sell- 
ing” and “buying” gifts? 


Jax do fa vat Jak Jal at 


Junior Topics For December 


These are the last of the Topics for Junior Luther League to be published in the Review in 
view of the new program for the Children of the Church. 

In May 1900, at the fourth convention of The Luther League of America, held in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, it was decided that “comments on the topics in simplified form for Juniors be printed in addi- 


tion to the comments for Seniors.” 


The first weekly topics comments for Juniors were published by The Luther League of America 
in December 1900. For thirty-eight years The Luther League of America has been preparing this 


weekly topic comment for Junior Luther Leagues. 


This month closes a period of service to the Church which cannot be expressed in words but is 
manifested in the life, faith, and service of those who were touched by this material and trained in this 
youth organization of the Church. The new material which is being prepared under the direction of 
The Parish and Church School Board, and noted on page 14, is commended to you for the future 
training of the children of the Church. Avail yourselves of this material and continue to exert your 
best efforts “to help the children grow in Christian faith and love, and to express the same through 
joyful and effective participation in all phases of the life and work of the Church at home and 


abroad.”—Editor 


December 4, 1938 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH DOING FOR 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD? 


Suggested Procedure 


Worship 

Topic Thoughts from Review and Topics Booklets 

Visit to one of our Church’s homes or institutions, or a study 
through pictures and stcries, of one nearest (write for material 
to nearest home). 


The Topic 

What is the Church doing for the neighborhood? 

It is making it a better place in which to live. It 
makes a neighborhood better when the Church is the 
center of the neighborhood, when the real life of the 
neighborhood is around the Church. 


Think what a neighborhood would be without a 
Church and we soon learn what the Church does in a 
neighborhood. No hospitals, no doctors or nurses, no 
homes for old folks or homeless children, or any of the 
many ways in which the Church helps us which we 
would not have if Jesus had not gone about doing good 
and shown us the way. 


The Church makes better homes. A neighborhood 
where there are Churches in the center, where boys and 
girls hurry off to Sunday School every Sunday morning 
where the whole family sits together in a pew at the 
Church service is sure to have better homes than a 
neighborhood where the movies and the stores are open 
all day long and Church is far away and folks don’t 
find it easy to get to Church. The Church does a great 


piece of work when it makes the homes of the neighbor- 
hood more Christian. ; 

The Church gives the people of the neighborhood 
the greatest message in the world—the knowledge of 
our Heavenly Father and of His Son, Jesus Christ, the 
promise of salvation and the hope of eternal life. 

Without this we would be most miserable. The 
pastor preaches this every Sunday, more, he is always 
ready with this same message and a word of cheer and 
comfort for every one in time of trouble, sickness, or 
sadness. We have only to think of the countries where 
Jesus is not known ta see the difference. 

When we think of Africa, where fear and evil are all 
their gods give them, instead of a loving Heavenly 
Father; when we see China where girl babies are un- 
wanted and often thrown out; when we hear of India, 
where mothers throw their babies into the river to the 
gods, and of the child-widows there; and of Japan where 
the people bow down to huge idols of wood and stone 
with eyes that see not, ears that hear not, their needs, 
that cannot help them; we can soon see how knowing 
Jesus makes the difference. 

How grate‘ul we should be that we live in a neigh- 
borhood where there is a Church which tells us of a 
living God, and how earnestly we should try to help 
send this message to those who do not have it. 

The Church helps to provide education, fellowship, 
and recreation for the neighborhood. It keeps us in- 
formed on the work of the Church. It helps us to know 
the needs of the world. It helps us to find joy and fel- 
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lowship in meeting other boys and girls and the people 
of the neighborhood. It arranges meetings and events 
for fellowship and pleasure. The good times and fellow- 
ship we have at the Church are the most wholesome 
kind of recreation. 

The Church also helps provide for the sick, needy 
and unfortunate. The Church is concerned about the 
sick and the pastor goes about giving cheer and comfort 
to the sick of his parish, 

More than this, the Church helps establish hospitals 
for the sick and is always ready to help. In our mission 
fields many thousands would die without the help of our 
Church’s hospitals, where they receive help for their 
bodies and words of cheer and salvation for their souls. 

In our home land here the Church helps in the work 
of the hospitals, and takes cheer and comfort likewise. 
In our large hospitals in big cities, pastors visit regular- 
ly and some spend all their time in this work, helping 
the unfortunate and sick in time of need. 

The Church cares for its old folks and orphan chil- 
dren. The religion of Jesus Christ is the only one which 
does this; other religions cast aside those too old or too 
little to care for themselves. 

One of our happiest experiences was a visit to one 
of our Old Folks Homes, where we saw a happy, con- 
tented big family, with every want and need supplied, 
a fine dining room, a room for each, neat and comfort- 
ably furnished, a big laundry, a cellar filled with rows 
upon rows of jars of vegetables, fruits and jellies, a 
nurse at hand at all times to minister in case of any ill- 
ness. The Church is caring for its old folks, and more, 
this is a big Christian family, and God’s messages of 
cheer and hope are regularly given to brighten each 
member. 

In another way our Church is helping our old folks. 
When our pastors grow old and no longer can preach, 
or when they pass on to the Church above, and the wives 
are left here in their last years, our Church, through its 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief, helps them to 
live more comfortably. 

Our Church also cares for its children. We have 
visited almost all of our orphan homes and in all we 
have found a group of happy children enjoying many 
good things because the Church is caring for them. It 
is training Christian boys and girls. 

The Church also provides for the Christian educa- 
tion of the children of the neighborhood. It arranges 
for Sunday. Schools, provides teachers, lesson helps, ma- 
terials, so boys and girls may be taught to know the 
Heavenly Father. 

The Church provides pastors. It trains boys to 
become preachers so they may serve in the neighborhood. 

It provides deaconesses to help in giving the Gos- 
pel, serving the sick, teaching, helping wherever needed. 

The Church sends missionaries to take the Gospel 
to others. This helps our own neighborhood as well, 
for whatever helps one people will in turn help other 
nations, so our missionaries do double duty. 

All these things the Church does for the neighbor- 
hood. If you want to think more of what it does, just 
write on the blackboard a list of all these things which 
the Church does for the neighborhood. Then close your 
eyes for a moment and go over the list one by one. 
Think what your neighborhood would be without this 
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—heathen temples instead of Churches, no schools, hos- 
pitals or homes, no love for little children, more jails, 
no help for the needy, sick, unfortunate, and then you 
will see what the Church does for the neighborhood. 


December 11, 1938 
PEACE ON EARTH (AI Neighborhoods) 


Suggested Procedure 
Worship 
Topic Thoughts: Review and Topics Booklet 
Peace Posters made: 
Posters on Christmas 
Posters on World Peace 
Posters on Nations of the World 


The Topic 

We learned, when we first began to talk about 
neighborhoods, that the world after all is not very large 
and that nations are just larger neighborhoods and that 
the whole world is made up of a number of these neigh- 
borhoods, ; 

Just as a town may have different sections—the 
factory district, the business section, the section with 
fine homes, another part with poor homes, just so these 
nations or big neighborhoods may not be exactly alike; 
each may have different customs, beliefs, and religion, 
yet together they form one big neighborhood. 

This big neighborhood God made in the beginning; 
for this world Jesus died. He died to save it all; His 
command is, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations.” 

We are thinking now of Christmas. What was the 
angel’s message on the first of Christmas? “Glory to 
God .... and on earth, peace, good will toward men.’ 

Do you think God wants these neighborhoods quar- 
relling one with another? The world needs today more 
than ever before the message of peace on earth and only 
when all follow His teachings and share with one an- 
other, neighborhood with neighborhood, state with state, 
nation with nation, will we really have peace. 

Do you remember the book we studied not very 
long ago, “Broken Guns?” What did it talk about? 
World peace, did it not? And how did we learn we 
could have world peace? By nations living together 
peaceably, did we not? To do this they must be friendly. 

Can nations be friendly? What are some of the 
things we learned were signs of friendship between na- 
tions? Will nations that are friendly or that are trying 
to follow out Jesus’ example, try to cheat one another, 
or refuse to help one another, or fight and kill one an- 
other, if they really are in earnest? 

Don’t many misunderstandings between people be- 
gin by not really understanding what is in the other’s 
heart? Haven’t we learned that the same thing is true 
about nations, that when we understand one another 
and have love for God in our hearts we will have love 
for other folks too and wars and fighting, which we have 
learned do not settle anything, will be set aside for 
peace on earth? 

What are some of the things which prove that na- 
tions can be friendly? What do you know about: 

The Cherry Blossoms in Washington, D. C.? 

The Peace Bridge between Canada and the United 

States? 

The “Christ of the Andes” 

The Statue of Liberty? 

The Peace Palace? 
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Can children help in being friendly? What would 
happen if all the children of the world were friends one 
with another? Would they go to war and fight and kill 
one another? Someone has said: “If we ever hope for 
World Peace, we must plant it in the hearts of the 
children.” 

What do you know about: 

The Japanese Friendship Dolls? 
Mexican Good Will School Bags? 
Chinese Portfolios? 

Spanish Refugee Children Suitcases? 


Did you ever hear of the “Committee on World 
Friendship Among Children?” What do you know about 
it? 

As we come again to the happy Christmas time let 
us remember that the message of the angels on the first 
Christmas was “Peace on Earth.” The Babe of Beth- 
lehem came to bring that peace to all. 

Let us do all we can to be friendly and neighborly, 
so that we may help bring peace. 

Let us remember that only when the Spirit of our 
Saviour is in our hearts can we have real Peace. 

Let us help to bring the message of Christmas which 
will bring peace to all His children. 

And let our prayer be the thought we have in a 
verse of one of our hymns: 

Hasten, Lord, the glorious time 
When beneath Messiah’s sway, 
Every nation, every clime 
Shall the Gospel call obey. 


Then only shall we have World Peace and then only 
can the world become one big neighborhood. 
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DISCOVERING OUR CHURCH 
(By Ruth K. Moyer) 
Materials: (Order from the Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muh- 
lenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Note those listed in the October Review and add the follow- 
ing sources of pictures: 
Salaam, the story of our Church in India, told in pictures 
= SCENES Sa 
Snapshots, Africa, Japan, Latin America, Northern Neigh- 
bors—free 
References: “Discovering Our Church,” Sessicn 9, page 13. See also 
suggestions for final session on page 16. Assign to three Juniors 
the Bible Readings suggested on page 14, and to a fourth the 
responsibility for offering a prayer. Pages 15 and 16 of “My 
Discovery Book”? may be used. 
Session III 
Discovering Our Missionaries 
Pre-Session: Let the Juniors go over their Dis- 
covery Books and fill in whatever parts may be missing. 
Display any pictures available to make more graphic 
the work of our missionaries in preaching, teaching, 
healing, helping with care of orphans, aged and desti- 
tute, improving methods of agriculture, and so on. 
Program: Note suggestions found under Sessions 
9 and 12, and use what is appropriate to your plans. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Children’s Department 
of the Women’s Missionary Society) 


December 25, 1938 
CHRISTMAS MEETING 


Suggested Procedure 
Follow a similar plan for your Christmas meeting as 
the one suggested for Thanksgiving. Let the. Juniors 
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plan it. Christmas will mean so much more to them if 
all the plans are presented to them and they are allowed 
to choose and prepare their own program. 

Try to plan your program so it will include features 
which are not to be used in the Sunday School, or in 
any other part of the work with the children. 

Aim to direct the boys and girls to think— 

(1) What was the first Christmas? 

(2) What does Christmas mean to me? 

(3) How does the Church celebrate Christmas? 
(4) How can I share Christmas with others? 


Several weeks before Christmas must be spent in a 
study of these things and the program given today will 
be an arrangement of the best things learned as they try 
to discover the four items suggested. Use the Topics 
Booklets in the Packet “Christmas” and “Making Christ- 
mas Real to the Juniors.” 


Select items for the program from this material: 
The Angel, Shepherd and Wise Men Stories from 
the Bible 
Christmas Hymns: 
Select from hymnal 
Use: “Away in a Manger” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
“O Come All Ye Faithful” 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Christmas Pictures 
Get as many as possible, 
Christmas is the one time when a great many 
pictures should be use. 
Put them around the room. 
Christmas Handwork 
Display and have Juniors explain: 
Manger Scene 
Holy Night, Panel Posters 
Christmas Panels to Paste, Cut and Color 
Christmas Prayers 
Let the Juniors learn several 
Exercises 
Emblems of Christmas—from Topics Booklet 
Christmas In Many Lands—from Topics 
Booklet 


Let Juniors work out series of Christmas tab- 
leaux, have them do it reverently. The angels 
and shepherds, the Manger Scene, the Wise 
Men may be given. Have them prepare cos- 


tumes and make signs for the grouping, etc. 


Let the little ones under eight have a share. They 
may sing “Away in a Manger,’ have a number of short 
recitations, exhibit all the Christmas handwork they 
have made and may give the exercise “What Is Christ- 
mas?”, (from United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., price 25 cents). 


Service 

Be sure. to have the Juniors plan to share the 
Christmas message with others. 

This does not just mean “giving a basket” or “send- 
ing something to the poor.’ It means so loving the 
Lord and so having His love in our hearts that we -will- 
want to share Him and the joy of the. season with? 
others. This will therefore include telling the Christ- 
mas message as well as giving to others Jess fortunate. 
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Some of the things Juniors may do are: 
Go carolling Christmas Eve 
Take a candle and a flower to each shut-in 
Sing Christmas carols as candle burns 
Tell the Christmas message in the Junior De- 
partment of the Sunday School 


Entertain the Nursery or Beginners’ Depart- 
ment at a Christmas Party 


Send oranges or fruit to hospital with a Christ- 
mas card for each tray 

Gather toys and send them to children’s home 

Visit a Home, either children’s or old folks, and 
give a program 

Help in the Christmas festival of the Sunday 
School 

Send a box of toys to one of our mission 
stations 

Sing at the early Christmas service 

Give a Christmas party to a group of children 

Decorate a Christmas tree and send it to some 
one who otherwise would not have one 

Give a Christmas picture to one of the other 
departments of the Sunday School 

Give a Christmas card with the Christmas mes- 
sage to each one attending the Christmas 
service 


LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 
December 4, 1938—THE SHEPHERDS 


This is a favorite with the little ones. You can create a 
splendid atmosphere by hanging the right sort of pictures. Remove 
all but the Christmas pictures during this season. 

If you have saved the sheep the children made at a previous 
meeting, make the Shepherd Scene on your sand table. 

Review the story of the Good Shepherd to introduce the story. 
Let the little ones repeat the Twenty-third Psalm. 

Tell the story of the shepherds on the first Christmas night. 
Tell the story simply. Use the Bible record almost entirely. 

If you can find no simple hymns giving the shepherd story, 
talk about the town of Bethlehem, the hills, tie shepherds watching 
there, and then have someone sing, ‘“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
for them. Tell them how much this hymn shows that people wanted 
the little Lord Jesus very much. The little booklet, ‘‘Everyland 
Cas Little Lord Jesus,” will give very attractive stories 
to tell. 

“The Announcement to the Shepherds’? may be shown to these 
little ones, if it is explained carefully. A still better picture is ‘The 
Arrival of the Shepherds,’’ La Rolle, showing the coming of the 
shepherds to the Christ Child. 

Paste picture, ‘““The Announcement to the Shepherds,” in the 
booklet. These booklets may be cut in star shape from silver paper 
if you have made the red bells. 

Other handwork material which you may use: 

Christmas Story Handwork Color Cards—15 cents 

Holy Night Panel Posters—50 cents 

The First Christmas—a cut-out—75 cents 

Christmas Story Panels to Paste, Cut and Color—50 cents 
What Does Christmas Mean?—25 cents 


Do not fail to have the little ones do something for others. 
Let them do something concrete in which they actually see the 
good they are doing. They like to bring gifts and give them to 
other children, or older folks, 


December 11, 1938—THE BABY JESUS 


Build up this week’s program around the Little Lord Jesus. 
No happier privilege and greater opportunity can be ours than 
telling these little ones of the Babe of Bethlehem. 

\Use_the picture, “The Madonna of the Chair.” Margaret Tar- 
rant’s “‘Everybody’s Brother,” is a lovely picture to use with these 
little ones if you have it. “The Star of Bethlehem,” by Margaret 
Tarrant, is another picture which should be used sometime during the 
Christmas season. 

__._ Of course, you will want to sing “Away in a Manger.” The 
little ones will enjoy listening also while someone sings ‘‘Silent 
Night, Holy Night,” for them. 

Select stories telling of the Baby. ‘The Baby Jesus” in “I 
Wonder,” by Alberta Munkres, is a fine one for the smallest ones. 
A good way to teach ‘““Away in a Manger” to the little ones 
is to write out the hymn in big letters on large sheets of wrapping 
Paper, one or two lines on a sheet, and putting on the sheet a 
picture to illustrate the lines. The pictures will help the little ones 
to remember the words. 

The little ones like to fill stockings. Let the mothers make 
these of red net, and at one of the meetings fill them. If they can, 
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at this meeting, march in where a committee of the grown-ups are 
filling baskets, they will enjoy it. - 

Arrange a Story File. Gather all the stories you can. Use the 
public library and ask the public school teachers for some they have 
available. Save all the stories ycu find in the Church magazines. 
They are invaluable. 


December 18, 1933—THE WISE MEN 


Tell the story of the visit of the Wise Men at th’s meeting. Use 
the Bible record found in Luke 2:1-10. Make a large poster illustrat- 
ing the Wise Men. This may be copied from the Arabian poster 
in Milton Bradley’s Poster Patterns. Any original poster will do 
as well. 

Tell the story of the Three Kings bringing gifts to the Baby 
Jesus, simply. Let the little ones re-tell it. 

The story, ‘“‘Presents for the Baby Jesus,’ 
—Munkres, fits splendidly into this program. 


Sing the Chritmas hymns the little ones know at the appropriate 
time in the meeting. 
Teach this verse: 
What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part, 
Yet what can I give Him?— 
Give Him my heart.—Christina Rosetti 


Paste a picture of the Wise Men in the booklet. 


December 25, 1938—A Christmas, Program 


Arrange a Christmas program with these little ones for this 
meeting. 

Do not have a set program of recitations memorized by the 
little ones, and a number of ‘exercises,’ or have the children ‘‘on 
show.”’ Let them go over naturally the Christmas Story as they 
have been learning it the past few weeks and share it with others. 


Invite the parents and another group of children, or the con- 
gregation if desired. 
: Review the past four week's stories. Have the little ones tell 
in their own words, the story of the Babe, the angels, the shepherds, 
the wise men. 

Have them sing “Away in_a Manger” and any other Christ- 
mas carols they know. As the Christmas story is told at the proper 
time repeat the Bible verses they have learned. 


Have on display all the handwork they have made. If they 
have made a Manger Scene, let a number of the little ones explain 
it to the visitors. If posters and scrap book work have been done, 
do likewise. These little ones take pride in their work. 


Also tell the Christmas stories. Have a new one ready to tell 
to the children. Let them gather in a circle as you tell it. 


Use Christmas pictures generously through the program. Let 
the little ones tell the story of those they know, and have one or 
two new ones as a surprise for the little ones. 


At the proper time in the program have your plans for sharing 
with others. It gifts are to be given to others, have them placed 
beneath the tree. If stockings are to be filled, have everything ready. 
If nothing else can be done, have a number of Christmas p:ctures on 
hand and some bright sheets of colored paper and let each child 
paste some pictures on a sheet. Assemble the sheets into a scrap 
book and send to some sick child. 


A large poster with one of the Christmas posters in the center, 
and around it, added one by one as the “stories of same are told, 
pictures of children of the different nations, with the Christmas 
message told for them, will make another interesting feature of your 
program. Print on the card, ‘“‘Behold I bring you tidings of good 
will which shail be to all people.” 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


’ GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write either 


Ella Engel, Russell Galt, Nien 


Registrar ean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and controlled by the Synods of South Carolina, 
Georgia-Alabama and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight. fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 


of the state, 
Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities, 


Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Have You Enrolled As a 


Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
HAVE YOU ENROLLED FOR THE YEAR 1938? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


An Ideal 
Christmas 
Gift 


SOLID COPPER 


HAMMERED BY HAND 


BOOK MARK 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of at- 
taching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting 
the book-mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand 
on edges and is made from solid copper, burnished and 
lacquered. 


“] Each book-mark is mounted in a Je- 
“IL specially designed Christmas folder 


35 cents each or 3 for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


Alustrations Slightly Larger Than Cctual Size 


Designs numbered 200-300-400 are hand-painted in 
full colors in stamped design on each book-mark 


Design No. 200 


Design No. 300 


ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DELAY 


Remittance must accompany order Design No. 400 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


